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50 Years of Panto? Ohh yes it is!

The Wayfarers celebrate 50 years of Pantomime this year. Pictured above is 2018's Aladdin & 2019's will be ‘The Snow Queen’. Full story page 6

SEE BACK COVER FOR YOUR HATCHERS CHRISTMAS TOY OFFER!
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Welcome to
tonenews.co.uk

Welcome to the nal edition of Tone
News for 2018 and as we approach our
1st birthday in January, I would like to
take this opportunity to say thank you
for supporting us over the last 12
months. We are very much looking
forward to next year already and being
a big part of life in and around the
County Town every month. Don't forget,
if you would like to share any feel good
stories with us, promote an event or
indeed advertsie, our contact details are
below. We hope you have an amazing
Christmas and prosperous New Year!

Accessible Santa Experience
arrives at Compass Wellbeing
Christmas is a very exciting time for all
children and their families and going to visit
the man himself, is a big part of the festive
build up. However not all children are
comfortable with meeting Father Christmas
and can nd the grotto experience
overwhelming. So, Compass Wellbeing
have come up with a special Father
Christmas experience that is suitable and
accessible for all.
Father Christmas will be arriving at
Compass Wellbeing on Saturday 16th
December and there will be several
sessions where families can come along

and say hello or just wave to him from afar,
he will be sat in his winter wonderland
throughout, no boisterous Ho Ho Hoing and
no present giving, he will be giving out tasty
sweet treats instead.
There will also be three Autism friendly
sessions where there will be no ashing
lights or loud music and will have less
children at those sessions to make it a
relaxed, calm and enjoyable for the families.
Spaces are limited, to book your place
please visit, www.compasswellbeing.org.uk
or call the team on 01823 475250.

Darren Daley
Editor

Do you have a story you would like to
share? We would love to hear from you if
have an announcement or perhaps there
is a little bit of news from the area that
you live that will be of interest to the
community.
Perhaps you would like to do a little bit of
advertising? We offer fantastic rates, with
little wastage and offer you FREE radio
advertising with selected offers!
Tone News is delivered on rotation in the
TA1, TA2 & TA3 post code areas. You can
download a copy from tonenews.co.uk
and there is also a number of collection
points around the town, so make sure you
listen to Tone FM to ﬁnd where to pick up
your copy.
Email:
sales@tonenews.co.uk
Phone:
01823 286688
Address: The Market House,
Taunton, Somerset,
TA1 1JD

Santa meeting local family at the Accessible Santa experience.

The advertising deadline
for the next issue of
tonenews.co.uk

is Monday 7th January 2019
Visit www.tonenews.co.uk for rates and sizes. Payment required on booking.
Designed & Printed in Taunton by

zeralynx
print
The views expressed in this paper are not necessarily the same as the publishers. We’d like to thank all contributors for their input. Tone News
accepts no responsibility for errors or omissions or views expressed in this newspaper. Tone News is a free newspaper and must not be sold
separately. © Tone News 2018.
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NEWS

Generous donation in memory of
former Mayor of Taunton Deane
Patients at St. Margaret's Hospice will
enjoy some extra comfort in future thanks
to a generous donation in memory of
former mayor of Taunton Deane, Ken
Hayward.
Ken's widow, Mary told Tone News:
“Ken spent 10 days in the charity's Taunton
In-patient Unit, in June when the weather
was very warm. He was offered a Dyson
fan with a remote control and as a
terminally ill patient, Ken had a limited
ability to carry out any action for himself.
The remote control enabled him to manage
the temperature of his room without having
to constantly call staff for help.”
Ken was shocked to discover that the
hospice receives limited funding so he and
the Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Herbert,
proposed raising sufcient funds to
purchase 8 Dysons fans for the use of inpatients.
A collection was made at his funeral
and along with further donations, a total of
£1,280 was raised, which was sufcient to
purchase the fans as Ken wished.
Ken's family presented the fans to the
hospice in Bishops Hull on Monday 29th
October. They were joined by the Mayor
and Nita and Donald Wyatt, of Norton
Fitzwarren Village Hall, and Mark
Grantham, of Somerset Stairlifts & Mobility. Former Mayor Ken's family presents new fans to St Margaret’s Hospice.

www.tonenews.co.uk
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Wayfarer's Pantomime
Musgrove Midwife Wins
Society Celebrate 50yrs Prestigious Award
A specialist midwife at Musgrove Park Hospital has been named
midwife of the year at a prestigious awards ceremony for the care
and compassion she shows to families who have just lost their
baby.
Keiley Tuck, bereavement midwife at Musgrove, was
nominated for the accolade at this year's Buttery Awards by two
women she had supported after the loss of their babies.
The awards were set up by Mel Scott, who spent three days at
Musgrove's Rowan Suite - part of the baby loss service - in 2009
after her son Finley was born stillborn.
They honour parents who have experienced the loss of a
baby and celebrate some of the outstanding work done by people
and organisations who provide invaluable support to them.
Keiley picked up the title at the awards ceremony on Saturday 27
October in Warwick.
As bereavement midwife, Keiley visits families at their home
shortly after they have suffered a bereavement to offer support and
advice.
She is also responsible for helping to run Musgrove's Rowan
Suite and provides mementoes to families.

It's behind you! Well that's exactly the case for the Wayfarer's
Pantomime Society as this January they look back on 50 years of
pantomimes.
The Society started in 1962 as a travelling group of players from
all the local societies, hence the Wayfarers name. This group went
around the Taunton area playing at various village halls doing
sketches and musical numbers. In 1969 the decision was made to
take on a full panto, Dick Whittington, which has gone on to 50
pantomimes including all the favourites of Cinderella, Robinson
Crusoe, Sleeping Beauty and many more.
Early shows were performed at St Andrews Hall until it was
destroyed by re and the move was made to the then new
Brewhouse Theatre in 1978, where the Wayfarers have performed
ever since.
The Society is an amateur group, with principals, chorus,
dancers and children coming from Taunton and the surrounding
areas. It takes 4 months of rehearsals to bring a Wayfarers'
pantomime together, but the results are often spectacular. Last
year's pantomime, Aladdin, won the Best Pantomime Award at the
Somerset Federation of Drama Awards, beating 37 other societies
to this coveted prize.
As a society which relies on the support of the community of
Taunton to keep it going, the Wayfarers take the chance to give
something back each year to a local charity, collecting money
during their week-long show run. The chosen charity for the next
show is “Ups and Downs Southwest”, which provides supports to
families with Downs Syndrome babies and children.
So, what is the show this January? It's “The Snow Queen”,
based on the original story by Hans Christian Anderson. The story
travels right across Scandinavia, through 4 different seasons and,
on the way, there are a host of whacky characters you would only
ever nd in panto land! Tickets are on sale now either online or
direct at the Brewhouse Box Ofce.
For more details and information about the Wayfarers
Pantomime Society visit their website www.wayfarerspantomime.co.uk.

Angela Nicholson and Keiley Tuck

North Taunton
Community Options
Residents in North Taunton have
helped shape plans for the
regeneration of their homes.
The Council has been
working with the residents in a
consultation process to nd the
best solution for Woolaway
properties in the area which were
constructed as a post-war
housing option but were
designated as defective by the
Government in the Housing
Defects Act 1984.
Government funding has
helped pay for consultants to
work in partnership with the
Council and the community on
technical aspects of the blueprint
for the future.
www.tonenews.co.uk
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Following 12 months of
engagement a preferred option
has been identied - to refurbish
two areas West of Dorchester
Road and North of Ludlow Ave,
then in the central area, to
undertake a complete
regeneration project, including
those homes with private
owners.
The central area
regeneration will involve the
demolition of existing homes
and replacement with new,
energy efcient homes which
provide a mix of house types
and sizes to create a
sustainable community with a
broad choice of housing options.
sales@tonenews.co.uk
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Musgrove Park's Maternity and Neonatal Care
above National average
Mothers who deliver their baby early and
need additional care at Musgrove Park
Hospital's neonatal unit have better
outcomes than most of England.
According to a report by the Royal
College of Paediatrics and Child Health
into neonatal care, Musgrove performs
better than the national average.
The report says seven in ten premature
babies discharged from the hospital's
neonatal unit are breastfed, compared with
six in ten nationally.
This is thanks to a great focus by
neonatal staff, who work with Musgrove's
specialist infant feeding team to teach and
support mums to breastfeed.
Another area where Musgrove Park
performs above the national average is in
cases of bloodstream infections (sepsis) in
babies receiving intensive care. There
were none at Musgrove in the last year,
compared with a national average of 5.6 in
1,000.
At Musgrove's neonatal unit, nine in
ten parents are present with their baby
during a consultant ward round, compared
with 75 per cent nationally.
Parents are encouraged to be present
during a ward round so they get a chance
to let their consultant know rst-hand if
anything is concerning them.

www.tonenews.co.uk

Pictured: Sue Fulker, neonatal unit manager, and Suzanne Pilkington, children's services matron.
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Taunton ﬁrm breaks into Top
50 UK accountancy rankings

Has 2018 been a brilliant
year for your business?
The predictions this year have been the usual doom and gloom for many
businesses but that is not what marketing company White Knight
Marketing are seeing on a day-to-day basis for companies based in the
Taunton Deane area. Pam Knight, Director, told Tone News:
“For the most part the companies coming to us are either holding their
own, ready to take the next step or have grown tremendously, despite all
the doom and gloom prophesies!
“We are seeing more companies that started in the last 5 years, which
have survived all that has been thrown at them, now seeing the future with
much more optimism; they have learnt how to cope with uncertainty and
have grown. These companies are often eet of foot and ready to adapt
and that has enabled them to become established in challenging times.”
White Knight Marketing, which is also the organiser of the Taunton
Deane Business Awards, is now encouraging companies who have seen
success recently to come forward and enter the awards.
“These companies are great role models for our region, they
demonstrate great tenacity and by celebrating their success through the
awards, they can showcase their achievements.”
“We have been organising these awards for the last three years and
have seen some amazing businesses which have travelled some
extraordinary journeys. We have also encouraged many businesses to
apply who hadn't realised how good they were until they started lling out
the application and were forced to list their successes… it is so easy to
lose sight of those brilliant moments in the day-to-day struggle of running a
business.”
The awards will be launched in early January and the 10 award
categories will be published on the website (www.tdba.co.uk) on the 10th
December.

Albert Goodman is proud to announce it has broken into the Top
50 UK Accountancy rms. The rm has been listed in the Top
50+50 Accountancy Age 2018 rankings for the rst time since the
chartered accountants, tax consultants and nancial planners was
established in the South West over 150 years ago.
Coming in at number 50 is testament to the 8.5% organic
growth achieved by Albert Goodman and highlights the South
West region as a great place to do business. The rms continued
growth has allowed it to invest heavily in its training and
development schemes where it now employs 60 trainees
undertaking high quality apprenticeships or training.

New interesting shop
opening in Bath Place
selling Biltong, Droewors
(dried sausage), Boerewors
(Farmers sausage)and other
South African tasty treats.
All the products are made
on the premises by a South
African living in Taunton.

Come in to chat, taste
& buy in our unique deli.

OPENING EARLY
6 Bath Place Taunton TA1 4ER

DECEMBER

01823 288351
www.perryandprouse.co.uk

OFFERING SERVICING, REPAIRS AND MOTS
FOR ALL MAKES OF VEHICLE
TDBA Winner of Family Business Award 2018 & Category Sponsor for 2019
www.tonenews.co.uk
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The 12 Saves of Christmas

Smart Taunton families are saving their Christmas by keeping the festive fun and tradition but cutting back
waste, cost - and the plastic. The key is preparation and focusing on not just good value but what you
value, from sharing with others to bringing together your family at this special time. Here are a dozen ideas
- to match those 12 days of Christmas - that may help:
1.

It is never too early to get clear for Christmas; go around the
house to make sure everything not needed is recycled - or
sold, given away or turned into a gift.

2.

The same is true for wish lists - demand them now so every
present is wanted. For grown-ups, think low-waste, low-cost
secret Santa.

3.

It is time to cut back Christmas cards and explain you have
made a donation to a charity you value.

4.

Eat into that freezer now to save money and have space for
Christmas food and all those leftovers. PS: avoid waste by
getting a smaller bird and prep it all in advance.

5.

Children's home-made paper and card decorations - recycled
later or kept for 2019 - look great, as does traditional garden
greenery.

6.

For the tree, drop costly, easily-broken shop baubles for a box
of fun items with meaning, from child-decorated pine cones to
old costume jewellery and more.

7.

For gifts, consider digital downloads or subscriptions - instant,
waste-free - or adding the love that comes with making your
own, from foods to beauty scrubs.

8.

Check charity shop bargains, and buy and donate back that
festive jumper.

9.

Seek out gifts from recycled materials, or those that help
others recycle, from can crushers to mushroom kits for coffee
grounds.

10. Whether presents or decorations, cards or wrapping paper,
steer clear of plastics that cannot be recycled and end up in
landll.
11. Buy rechargeable batteries and a charger to have them ready
for the big day.
12. Know the waste schedule, where to take your tree - the
recycling site, yes, or nd a local chipping service - and check
the weather in case of collection disruption.

Waste Collection & Recycling
This year, that schedule is
unchanged on Christmas Eve, but
with no pick-ups on 25th and 26th
December, collections that week
will be two days' later, including
Thursday on Saturday 29th and
Friday on Sunday 30th December.
With New Year's Eve pick-ups as
usual but no service New Year's
Day, that week's collections will be
one day later, including Friday on
Saturday. All services resume
from Monday 7th January. No
garden waste collections 24th
December - 4th January.
www.tonenews.co.uk

Recycling sites follow usual
schedules, except all sites will
close at 4pm on Monday 24th and
31st December. As usual, all sites
close 25th-26th December and
1st January.
For the what and when of
collections, the where, what and
when of recycling sites, what to
do in severe weather, plus how to
waste less food and cut back
plastics, see
www.somersetwaste.gov.uk or
check out Somersetwaste on
Facebook and Twitter.
9

We deliver any parcel
anytime anywhere!
Overnight, sameday, fullment

Unit 12 Monument View, Chelston Business Park, Wellington TA21 9ND
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Simon Cutler DipFA, MLIBF
Independent Financial Adviser
•
•
•
•
•
•

Investments
Pensions
Mortgages
Life Assurance
Inheritance Tax Planning
Retirement Planning

Call Simon on 01823 321616 for advice and a
free of charge, without obligation, initial meeting.
simon@blackdownnancial.co.uk
www.BlackdownFinancial.co.uk
Winchester House, Corporation Street, Taunton, TA1 4AJ
As a mortgage is secured against your home, it could be repossessed if you do not keep up the mortgage repayments.
Blackdown Financial is a Trading name of W&T Ltd. Registered in England No. 3717558

www.tonenews.co.uk
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New Year - New You

Is this Guten news for
my website?

By Andy Spragg from the Sangha House

“With the days getting shorter and weather cooling down, it's easy to
get into a bit of a “down” mood – after all, Seasonal Affective
Disorder has been recognised by doctors as a condition, and reading
the news is never a recipe for cheerfulness. However, at the Sangha
House, we are working hard to help people feel more upbeat. With
classes such as Bollywood and Bhangra dancing, Play (a really fun
workout) and dynamic yoga all happening each week, there's plenty to
put a smile on your face here. There has been much in the local news
about Taunton facing some real challenges over empty shops and
social issues, so it's easy to feel quite negative about it all. However,
you may have heard about the #lovetau campaign growing pace, to
promote the town, its amazing variety of things to do and brilliant
community spirit, and we at the Sangha House are right behind this.
Let's try and ﬁnd as many ways as we can to see the positive in our
wonderful county town!
We have some major events coming up in December and
January, starting with a visit from a Buddhist monk on 15th
December. Did you know there was a monastery in the Blackdown
Hills? Hartridge Monastery is located just above Upottery, and the
abbot, Ajahn Juntindaro (pictured here) is visiting for the afternoon, to
lead a workshop and meditation. Entrance is free, and there will be a
collection towards the work of the
community.
January is, of course, time for
New Year's Resolutions, and we
hope to be able to help you in two
ways in the New Year. We have
both the Restart programme for diet
and exercise starting on Thursday
10th January and Enter into a Life
of Mindfulness for meditation
beginning on Monday 14th January.
If you want to make 2019 the year
you nally get to grips with your
healthy mind/healthy body regime,
why not let us help you? Call us on
01823 428156 for more information
Ajahn Juntindaro
and to book.”

www.tonenews.co.uk

If your website runs on the CMS
WordPress software (with about
30% or websites using it) you
must have felt the tremors and
heard the vastly differing
opinions on this new feature. For
those who don't know, Gutenberg
is a new content editor being
incorporated into WordPress.
This is planned to happen at
some point in 2018. It will
replace the existing content
editor which is the tired looking
TinyMCE editor.
Gutenberg can do a lot more
and gives more exibility than
the previous content editor, using
a block-based system to build
the page. This gives users a
better visual representation of
what the actual page will look
like.

11

Opinion is heavily divided on
whether it's a good or bad move.
Depending on the complexity of
the website and how it was built
there is a chance that the
website will break. WordPress is
very exible and quite a lot of
theme templates you can buy
come with their own
page/content builders. This will
increase the possibility that your
website may break.
Unless you take steps to
disable Gutenberg before
WordPress 5 then it could make
a mess of your website (and we
hope you have a backup).
Somerset Web Services can
help you and give you advice on
the steps to take to prevent it
breaking and test it with your
website for the future.

sales@tonenews.co.uk

Tone News

Hestercombes historic
gardens saved
The restoration of one England's
most important historic gardens,
the unique Hestercombe Gardens,
is one step closer thanks to a £1.5
million grant from the National
Heritage Memorial Fund (NHMF).
The NHMF grant has enabled
the Hestercombe Gardens Trust to
acquire land totalling 320 acres,
reuniting the world-class, Grade I
registered landscape, gardens
and buildings for future
generations.
The newly acquired land
includes the site of a rare, early
17th century Water Garden which
it is planned to restore together

with other historic features
within the park. Planted to its
original design, Hestercombe's
Formal Garden is considered
the nest example of the
famous collaboration between
garden designer Gertrude
Jekyll and architect Edwin
Lutyens.
The purchase also allows
for the possibility of extending
the current contemporary art
gallery in the house to include
outside spaces for the display
of art. This will afrm the Trust's
ambition to become a national
Centre for Arts & Landscape.

& BRUFORD
VALLANCE

Celebrating

40
Years

of Business

I N S U R A N C E S E RV I C E S L I M I T E D

Your local Independent family run
Insurance Broker is celebrating

of providing quality insurance cover,
with a friendly, professional service
We can offer very competitive quotations for
• MOTOR •
• HOUSEHOLD •
• VAN •
• LET & UNOCCUPIED •
• TRAVEL •
• BREAKDOWN •
• OLD, HISTORIC & LISTED PROPERTIES •
Please call in and see us at:
45 St James Street, Taunton, TA1 1JR
Call us on 01823 277188, or visit our website www.bruford.co.uk

www.tonenews.co.uk
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Community Notice Board
Meet Father
Christmas at
Hestercombe!
22nd - 24th December
from 10.10am
£9 per child (includes all-day
admission to Hestercombe).
Book your visit today!

Taunton Races
Xmas Meet
30th December
12:00pm - 4:30pm
First race: 12.45pm
Last race: 3.55pm

Santa South West
Christmas Village
Bath & West Showground
1st - 16th Dec from 10am
Contact 07592 607426

NSPCC Carols
by Candlelight
at St Mary Magdalene church
12th December from 6.30pm

Santa's Grotto!

Museum of Somerset
Every Saturday in December
from 10:30 - 4pm
£4.00

Conquest Centre
Christmas Party
Sun 9th December 3pm - 5pm
Come & see Santa! Next to a
roaring log re in the yurt
£1 per person entry
(incl. visit to Santa + gift / visits
from 3.30pm onwards)

North Town School
Xmas Fair

Les Misérables:
School Edition
(In Concert)
5th-7th December, 7pm
Tickets £10 each
Book at www.ticketsource.co.uk
/tauntonschool

The Inspection
Before Christmas
Christmas panto by the
Milverton Amateur Dramatics
Youth Group
13th December from 7:30pm
Tickets cost £5.00

Sing and Sign
Class Bookings

Friday 7th December
5:30pm - 7.00pm
Rafe, tombola, cake, stalls,
santa and much more!

Spring term booking is now
open for Taunton, Wellington
and Bridgwater! Beginning
7th Jan for 12 weeks call
Holly on 07391 658927

The Bishop
Henderson CEVA
primary school
Christmas Fayre

The Mayors
Carol Service

Friday 7th December 6-8pm.

Thursday 13th December,
6.30pm at
St. Mary Magdalene Church.
The Taunton Centre for Young
Musicians and Act Natural vocal
group will be performing.

TO ADVERTISE ON THIS PAGE Call 01823 286688 OR Email: sales@tonenews.co.uk
The information above may be subject to change without prior notice. Event information correct at time of going to print.

www.tonenews.co.uk
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MONDAY

TUESDAY

THURSDAY

SATURDAY

9am & 11am Monkton
Heathﬁeld, Dawn 07779 404038

9:30am Norton Fitzwarren
Village Hall, Judy 01823 256010

9.30am St James Church Hall,
Dawn 07779 404038

8.30am & 10.30am St Johns
School, Wellington,
Jill 01823 490754

3.30pm, 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Oakwood Church,
Laraine 07802 887450

7.30pm St Andrews Church
Hall, Cassie 07779 119091

7:30pm Trull Community Centre,
Cassie 07779 119091

WEDNESDAY
6pm Bishops Hull School,
Judy 01823 256010

9am & 11am Riverside Church
Hamilton Rd,
Danielle 07497 832033

5pm & 7pm St James Church
Hall, Colette 07808 291039

FRIDAY

9:00am Silver St Baptist Church
Taunton, Cassie 07779 119091

9.30am St James Church Hall,
Colette 07808 291039

5.30pm & 7.30pm Lisieux Way
Methodist Church,
Jill 01823 490754

www.tonenews.co.uk

8.30am &10.30am The Trident
Club Galmington Rd,
Laraine 07802 887450
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The Monthly Alternative with Giles Cosgrove
Spotlight On:
There is an emerging new genre within
modern music that confounds boundaries,
whilst certainly pop, the inuences of garage,
trap, rap and dance are all self-evident. Pianos
are laced with muted drums and synthesisers,
creating something unique to this side of 2010.
Reader is one of the artists at the forefront of
this. Born and raised in Taunton, attending
Castle School at the same time as local rock
heroes October Drift, Reader, real name Kim,
is a singer-song writer based in the cultural
capital that is South London. Her debut EP
“Change the Weather” was released earlier
this year, opening with the sultrily harmonic
“Give Me”, building further and further towards
the avant-garde before the blueprint is laid
down for this exciting new sonic vibe in the title
track, featuring UK underground cult rapper
Trim.
Reader's vocal delivery is what gives
every track it's hook, a sultry almost jazz baresque tone that wouldn't be out of place in a
noir lm, yet it is laced with an urban attitude
sounding out the inuences of the capital,
heard particularly on “WSL”. The nal track on
the EP hints at her musical routes, “Hovering”
is a simple acoustic guitar ballad, with nothing
but her voice and the guitar giving a path to
her song writing and bare musical talent.
Playing all over the world with regular
sessions for Sofar Sounds, as well as
spending a lot of time in the US, she's an
advocate of The Sunday Alternative stating,

GAMING

Acts to Watch Out
For in this Month:
• October Drift
Brand new single “Come & Find
Me” is out now as these Taunton
legends head off on a massive
country wide tour

“There's so much creative talent in that area
[South West England] and it doesn't always
get the exposure it deserves, so shows like
this are so important.” Reader is a modern
artist at the forefront of a modern sound, so
new it has no name, and her debut EP is
one of the best from this movement.
Find Her: The EP “Change the Weather” is
available to stream now, and her Instagram
@ReaderTheGreat is perfect for keeping up
to date on all things Reader.
Sounds like: The new emerging sound of
British Music fronted by artists like Jorja
Smith

with Stuart Coward

Ready, Steady, Argue!
Now that winter has started to embrace us,
that means one thing, the holiday season is
coming. Of course this is a time for families to
come together, eat too much food and of
course watch the Muppets Christmas Carole.
So I was thinking why not come together to
play some video games. I can't think of any
better choices than
Overcooked 1 and 2. In these
games you and up to 3 other
cartoon chefs, which can be
anything from a panda to a
robot, are tasked with
creating some delicious grub.
But these are no ordinary
kitchens as they can be
things like an active volcano,
space station, oating islands
or even an Indiana Jones
style underground mine.
Luckily with these games they
both have couch co-op,
meaning all you need to play
with someone else is an extra

www.tonenews.co.uk

controller. So if you
want to have some
culinary fun this year
without the risk of a
mess then this
games might just do the trick.

• The 1975
“A Brief Inquiry into Online
Relationships” is out now and
it's already the biggest album of
the year
• Stevie & The Masquerades
Their 2nd EP “Now Is All We
Have” is out now and is one of
the biggest albums from
Taunton's music scene in 2018
• The Prodigy
The Firestarter's are back
releasing their brand-new album
No Tourists this month

You can listen to The Sunday Alternative with
Giles Cosgrove every Sunday from 4 – 6 pm
on Tone FM featuring great local artists, an
Album of the Week, Vinyl Revival, Gig Guide
and Music News.

EERS

VOLUNT

D
E
T
N
A
W
Please call

01823 333818
to enquire or visit
www.somersetsight.org.uk
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Swim Coach joins
the Elite Group
Taunton School's Head of
Swimming Development, Graham
Davidson, has recently been
selected as one of the coaches
on England's Elite Swim
Programme.
Swim England's Coach
2024 Programme is aimed at
developing the next generation of
elite swimming coaches and will
support and mentor coaches who
are working at the upper level of
the England Talent Pathway.
Out of over 50 applicants,
Graham was just one of 18 of the
nation's top coaches who was

chosen to undertake the 14month training which will further
enhance his technical
knowledge, and enable him to
gain more experience in high
performance coaching.
Graham told Tone News: “I
am thrilled to have such a great
opportunity to gain invaluable
training with Swim England. It's
an honour to be able to learn
from the best and I look forward
to putting it into practice with our
swimmers at Taunton School
and Taunton Deane Swimming
Club.”

Graham Davidson, Taunton School's Head of Swimming Development
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Taunton Racecourse
The winter months ahead mean that
there is plenty of exciting season
National Hunt jumps action to look
forward to at Taunton Racecourse.
The rst of the two December
meetings takes place on Thursday
13th when Taunton will be hosting the
Dave Criddle Festive Fixture, when the
rst race is due off at 1.05pm. In
addition to a number of Christmas
themed stalls and trade stands there
will be carols to help punters to get into
the mood for big day.
The nale of the 2018 racing
calendar takes place on Sunday
December 30th when Taunton host
their biggest meeting of the season,
which gets going at 12.45pm.
This is one of the must attend
xtures in the Festive Calendar for a
very large number of people of all ages
and interests, so make a note of it after
reading this article and be certain to
leave plenty of time to get there before
the action starts.
The rst meeting in 2019 is on
Wednesday January 9th when Taunton
host the Somerset Sight Charity
Raceday, when the rst race is due off
at 12.30pm and there is a Two for One
deal on tickets purchased in advance
on-line before a certain date.
The big event in the New Year and
an exciting development for Taunton is
the Portman Cup Day Meeting on
Saturday January 19th when the
feature race is The Portman Steeple
Chase (Class 2) over three miles two
and a half furlongs which carries prize
money worth £50,000.
Racing on January 19th gets

underway at 1.05pm and once
again the advice is to get there in
plenty of time to avoid
disappointment.
Looking further into 2019
racing takes place on Monday
February 4th starting at 1.05pm,
Tuesday February 19th when the
rst action is due to start at 2.15pm
and Thursday February 28th
starting at 2.20pm.
Racegoers are reminded that if
they purchase their tickets on-line
before 10am on the day prior to
racing they can obtain a generous
discount.
To take advantage of this
discount or for further details
regarding anything mentioned in
this article log onto
www.tauntonracecourse.co.uk
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Down at the Club
2018 saw Andy Hurry return to Somerset
County Cricket Club as Director of Cricket.
In his rst year at the helm, Somerset
nished as runners up in the First Division of
the Specsavers County Championship and
qualied for Finals Day in the Vitality Blast.
We spoke to Andy today to get his thoughts
on the 2018 campaign:
Have you enjoyed your new role?
“It's been challenging, because in the past
I've always been a Head Coach. This is a
completely new position for me and it's a
challenge that I'm really enjoying. It's been
good to take a step back and look at it from
the outside to ensure that we've got the right
systems and processes in place to support
the Head Coach and the team in order for
them to achieve success.
What have been some of the biggest
challenges?
“I've been stretched by the challenge of
player recruitment, especially regarding
overseas signings. Obviously, we had to deal
with the situation surrounding Cameron
Bancroft and I was really pleased with how
we then handled the recruitment of Matt
Renshaw and subsequently Azhar Ali. I was
also pleased by what Corey Anderson and
Jerome Taylor added to the squad in the
Vitality Blast.
Are you happy with what the Club
achieved in 2018?
“I think this season started really well and I
was really pleased with our pre-season
preparation. I think that the marquee was
hugely inuential towards the success that
we had early on in the Championship. Those

early wins gave us great momentum and
great belief. “We were all disappointed
with the performance in the semi-nal at
Edgbaston because again I believe that
we had the best team. We will learn form
that and implement that learning over the
winter. “I felt that we were good enough to
win silverware this year. I was pleased
with the progress that we've made across
all formats and that will enhance our
chances of winning something next
season.”

What was your highlight and low point of
the season?
“It's very difcult to single out one highlight
because there's been so many. The high
point for me isn't about one performance,
it's about how someone always stood up
when we needed them to. We kept nding
people to stand up with the bat and the ball
when we needed it. Everyone else then
gelled into place around that performance
which kept us moving in the right direction.
That was really encouraging for me.”

Taunton Town have adapted well to life in the
Evo-Stik South Premier Division since winning
the Evo-Stik West tittle by 19 points last year.
The Peacocks currently sit in 3rd place and
are hotly tipped as promotion contenders
which would see them climb into the National
League.
Rob Dray's men have a busy schedule
over the Christmas period and some mouthwatering games to look forward to including
hosting rivals Tiverton Town on Boxing Day
and a New Years Day trip to Merthyr Town.
The Peacocks will also be hosting a Race
Night on Saturday 19th January following their
league match with Gosport Borough from
6.30pm. The Event is open to everyone and
all prots on the evening will be reinvested in
to improving facilities at the Viridor Stadium.
What are you waiting for? Get down to
the Viridor Stadium and support your local
team. For more information visit
tauntontown.com

Christmas Home Fixtures:
Wed 26 Dec: Tiverton Town, 3pm
Sat 29 Dec: Weymouth, 3pm
By Giuseppe Fraschini
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