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Summer Festivals at Woodlands Castle

Woodlands Castle is set to host the Summer events. Read more on Page 7.
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Welcome to

Community Centre opens in Halcon
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Welcome to another issue of Tone
News and as I say every month, thank
you for supporting us and for picking up
a copy to read. Just to remind you, that
we now have collection points all over
the town as well as the deliveries. Look
out for the sign you see in my little
prole photo or become a subscriber
and guarantee a copy through the post.
I hope you enjoy reading it and don't
forget, you can listen to my breakfast
show every weekday from 7am on
Tone FM!

Darren Daley
Editor

Do you have a story you would like to
share? We would love to hear from you if
have an announcement or perhaps there
is a little bit of news from the area that
you live that will be of interest to the
community.
Perhaps you would like to do a little bit of
advertising? We offer fantastic rates, with
little wastage and offer you FREE radio
advertising with selected offers!
Tone News is delivered on rotation in the
TA1, TA2 & TA3 post code areas. You can
download a copy from tonenews.co.uk
and there is also a number of collection
points around the town, so make sure you
listen to Tone FM to ﬁnd where to pick up
your copy.
Email:
sales@tonenews.co.uk
Phone:
01823 286688
Address: The Market House,
Taunton, Somerset,
TA1 1JD

A brand new drop in centre for the people
of the Halcon area of Taunton has opened
(March 1st), thanks to the efforts of the
local community, local authorities and
Taunton Vale Rotary Club.
Local M.P. Rebecca Pow and
Councillor Catherine Herbert, the Mayor of
Taunton Deane were on hand to offer their
support to the project along with a visit
from the secretary of state for work and
pensions, Amber Rudd.
The Link Centre, operated by the
Taunton East Development Trust Ltd,
provides an advice, information and drop-in
facility for the six thousand residents of the
Halcon, Lane and Lambrook areas of
Taunton. The organisation has outgrown
its present building in Outer Circle.
Paul Hughes, Chairman of the
Trustees, told Tone News: “Most people
are amazed to discover that Somerset's
County town is hiding one of Britain's most
deprived communities.”

“Sadly, east Taunton is an area of low
incomes, child poverty and above average
unemployment. These problems are
compounded by multiple health issues and
frequent low levels of literacy and
numeracy. In the past there have been
serious problems with drugs, crime and
poor housing but there are signs that since
the community has started coming together
under the Development Trust, this tide of
misfortune is turning.”
The aims of the East Taunton
Development Trust are to break the cycle of
deprivation by impacting on people's daily
lives.
The Link Centre has already shown
that it can provide a supportive, nonjudgemental “safe haven” for individuals
and also help to reduce isolation and
vulnerability, particularly amongst those
with mental health issues and the elderly.

The advertising deadline
for the next issue of
tonenews.co.uk

is Monday 8th April 2019
Visit www.tonenews.co.uk for rates and sizes. Payment required on booking.
Designed & Printed in Taunton by

zeralynx
print
The views expressed in this paper are not necessarily the same as the publishers. We’d like to thank all contributors for their input. Tone News
accepts no responsibility for errors or omissions or views expressed in this newspaper. Tone News is a free newspaper and must not be sold
separately. © Tone News 2019.
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NEWS
Archie Project announce new respite sessions
Reminiscence Learning has announced that
from 1st April 2019 they will be extending the
services that they currently offer.
The dementia charity which is based in
Wellington have received funding from
Somerset County Council to make some
improvements to their HQ including: a new
kitchen, quiet lounge area and they will be
opening their doors on a Monday and Friday
to provide Activity Respite Sessions with the
overall aim of supporting carers and those
they care for, including those with memory
problems or a dementia.
Reminiscence Learning has been
providing inclusive community-focused
sessions for people with dementia and their
primary carers since 2003. The new sessions
will run from 10.00 am - 4.00 pm with the
opportunity to stay for all or part of the day
and their new kitchen will enable them to
provide healthy and nutritious snacks and
lunches.
Emma Green who manages the charity
told Tone News: “I feel very proud and excited
to be given this amazing opportunity by
Somerset County Council to expand the
unique services our charity already delivers.
As a qualied Occupational Therapist, my
team and I have been working very hard over
the last few months, putting together a
programme of respite activities, that is both
innovative and creative. This will address the
needs of the clients accessing the sessions
who have memory loss or dementia.”
The Reminiscence Learning Team

Orchard Centre student makeover
Students studying art and design at
Bridgwater & Taunton College (BTC)
are working in collaboration with the
Orchard Shopping Centre in
Taunton. The Centre commissioned
a mural for one of the walls within
the centre, requesting either an
orchard or shopping theme, or an
original idea. The students will
present their designs to the judging
panel on 5 April for shortlisting,
before the public are invited to vote
on which design they would like to
see implemented.
The proposed designs will be
displayed in the Orchard Shopping
Centre, BTC's website and Tone
News between 29 April and 19 May
2019. The public will be able to cast

their vote within the shopping
centre, on the Tone FM and Tone
News websites and social media,
with the unveiling is scheduled for
late June.
This project is part of the
students' work experience and runs
alongside their full-time course.
Work experience makes up an
instrumental part of their
qualication and looks great on a
CV. If you would like to nd out
more about work experience,
please contact the work experience
team at workexperience@btc.ac.uk
or call 01278 441237. For course
information, please visit
www.btc.ac.uk or call 01278
441234.”
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Taunton Farmers' Market 20th Anniversary Celebrations
This year, Taunton Farmers' Market is
celebrating their 20th year of trading. The
market was started in 1999 and has been
running every Thursday in the High Street
since then. It is a go-to venue for visitors to
the town and has won the Taste of the
West Best Farmers' Market Gold Award for
the last ve consecutive years. As it enters
its third decade, the market will be
celebrating its achievements with a series
of events, starting with its 'Birthday' on
25th April, and continuing through the
summer.
Taunton Farmers' Market is a
producer-run co-operative. All the produce
and products sold on the stalls comes from
the local area, and everything sold there is
grown, raised or made by the stall-holders.
As well as trading, the members are
involved in the running of the non-prot
organisation, and this is evident in the
sense of community and passion visitors
feel whilst shopping there.
In the next few months the market is
looking forward to welcoming a number of
new stallholders, while new and seasonal
products will be coming to the stalls.
On 25th April, there will be a birthday
cake to mark the market's 20th year of
trading. The cake will be made by market
members, using local produce available at
the market each week. Visitors can enjoy
a slice of locally-made goodness by
popping along to the High Street and
joining in with the celebration.

www.tonenews.co.uk
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Le Tour De Balls part deux
Following the success of 'It's in the Bag's' cycling event, Le Tour
de Balls in 2016; there have been many calls to repeat it and with
this being the 10-year anniversary of the charity, what better time
than to do it all again.
This time there will be one route, 30 riders, 300 miles in 3
days, Bodmin to Bristol! Starting at Lanhydrock Hotel and Golf
Club at 7am on Saturday 4th May and ending at The Globe,
Frampton Cottrell on Bank Holiday Monday 6th May.
Day 1: Bodmin: First stop the village green in Week St Mary,
lunch stop The Pufng Billy Great Torrington and then Tea at The
Bike Shed Barnstaple, completing day 1 at The Duke of
Wellington Minehead
Day 2: Minehead: First stop The Pines Café Bromeld, then
on to the Cheddar Gorge for Lunch, with a tea stop at The Old
Mill Bathamptom, completing the day at The Angel
Chippenham.
Day 3: Chippenham: A more leisurely start to stop at Tetbury
and then on to The Globe in Frampton Cottrell for an end of tour
party.
Team leader, Will King has told Tone News: "Anything but
isolation, that's the key. I work as part of a close-knit team as a
submarine engineer in the Royal Navy, but when I was diagnosed
with testicular cancer, I don't think I had ever felt so isolated. Well,
that doesn't need to happen. It's in the Bag has helped me make
connections with others in a similar situation and helped us to
spread awareness and promote early diagnosis - the key to
successful treatment. Le Tour de Balls was a great opportunity to
do just that, have a bit of banter, get some teamwork going, raise
money and raise awareness. Le Tour de Balls 2 will be fantastic
especially as it is It's in the Bag's 10th birthday"

You can support the cyclists by visiting:
https://www.everydayhero.co.uk/event/LeTourdeBallsDeux
We are still looking for volunteers to help at the stops, and to
wave ags! Please contact sue.brand@itsinthebag.org.uk if you can
help in any way. All information will be posted on our Facebook page.

Ritchie Cridge & the 5k year By Ritchie Cridge from Monkton Heathﬁeld
There's a lot to be said for Grandparents.
They provide a whole other perspective on
life compared with that of your parents. In
September 2014 I wrote a goodbye
message for my Grandad's grave, it read
“Thank you for all the love, laughs, and life
lessons”.
My Grandad, Derek Cridge, was a
humble, honest, hard-working and very
well-respected man. He was born in
Bridgwater on September 28, 1941, and
remained there for the rest of his life. At
age 19 he met the love of his life, Sandra
Cridge, and the rest is history – a real love
story.
In the summer of 2013 my Grandad
developed mesothelioma, a type of cancer
that develops in the lining that covers the
outer surface of some of the body's organs
(primarily, the lungs). It's usually linked to
asbestos exposure – and in my Grandad's
case, it most certainly was. It's a cruel
disease that ultimately decides ones fate.
Throughout the course of the cancer,
St. Margaret's Hospice provided endless
support for both my Grandad and the
family. It would be easy to discuss all the
great work that the hospice does, but
instead I will provide you with an example
below which summarises the type of life
changing quality of service they provide.
September 10, 2014, was the 48th
wedding anniversary of my Grandparents
– it was also just 8 days before my
Grandad left this world. He had been
admitted to the hospice several days
before their anniversary. One of the nurses
helped him to acquire an anniversary card
which he then wrote out for my Nan.
Watching my Grandad give the card to my
Nan was one of the happiest and most
www.tonenews.co.uk

proud moments of my life. This was just
the nature of the staff at the St. Margaret's,
they truly care.
In that moment I promised myself that
I would one day pay back the kindness.
Starting on Sunday 1st July, 2018, I
decided to run 5 kilometres every day for
one year (ending on Sunday 30 June,
2019) with the aim of raising £5,000 for the
hospice. I was most denitely NOT a
runner before this challenge (I had run only
two 5k races in my life… well, I walked for
half of each run). Each 5k run is tracked
via Fitbit GPS and heart rate monitor, all
data is available publicly on Strava.
Symptoms of mesothelioma include
chest pain, shortness of breath, fatigue, a
high temperature and sweating, a
persistent cough, weight loss and clubbed
ngertips. Forcing myself to run every day
for a year is as close as I can get to what
my Grandad went through. I am often
asked what motivates me to get out and
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run, and the honest answer is that nomatter how painful the run, it will not come
close to what my Grandad endured.
Therefore, it is my obligation to get
outside, regardless of the weather, and
push through the pain to raise money for
this fantastic charity that truly improves the
lives of so many. And to answer your
question, no, I really do not enjoy running!
I cannot thank you enough for taking
the time to read about this challenge and I
implore you to support the hospice and
subsequently reduce the pain that 1 in 3
people in Somerset will go through.
Virgin Money Giving Page:
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Someone
Special/The5kYear
Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/the5kyear/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/The5kYear
Strava:
https://www.strava.com/athletes/32301479
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Taunton – it's one Summer, three festivals
Local leading event management
company, Charley Elizabeth
Events is bringing a line up of
three exciting, affordable and
family-focussed festivals to our
town over the Summer months.
All three festivals will take place at
the beautiful Woodlands Castle on
the outskirts of Taunton, near
Junction 25.
• The Taunton Feel Good
Festival (11th – 12th May). A
weekend of happiness, wellbeing,
inspiration, fun and laughter for
everyone. With something for the
whole family, there will be
delicious street food, an on-site
'Pamper You Zone', plenty of 'feel
good retail therapy' and loads of
fun and exciting activities for the
children. The number one aim of
the festival is to make you smile.
Treat the whole family to a
weekend of feel good fun, bring
your loved ones, friends or come
alone, with a focus around 'Feel
Good Therapy', you're sure to
wash away your worries for a day
or two.
• The Gin, Fizz and Food
Festival (2nd June). Following on
from the successful 2018 festival,
Gin, Fizz and Food is back and
sure to be bigger and better than
before. Showcasing a feast of

fantastic suppliers to tickle your
taste buds, with over 40 gins at
this fabulous fun festival. There
will also be a host of mouthwatering food options, live music
and an exciting schedule of talks
and demonstrations. There will be
something for everyone this year
with mocktails for the children, a
non-alcoholic gin for non-drinkers
and lots of zz and gin cocktails
for you gin & zz lovers out there.
• The Wellbeing and
Superfood Festival (15th
September). A whirlwind of the
best healthy and organic food
producers, inspiring guest
speakers, live cookery
demonstrations, amazing tness,
yoga and tai chi sessions on the
lawn and lots of pampering taster
treatments to experience. A
fabulous line up of leading South
West health, tness and foodie
experts! Plus, there will be live
music on the terrace featuring
talented, local artists; so, you can
grab a plant-based cocktail or a
delicious smoothie and chill to the
beats!
Early bird tickets are now
available to buy for all three
festivals, from
www.tauntonevents.co.uk.

A new face at the Brewhouse Somerset's
The Brewhouse is going from
strength to strength and excitement
is growing amongst everybody
involved with the theatre as the
expansion plans gather
momentum. Tone News caught up
with their new marketing manager,
Sue Windley to nd out a bit more
about her background:
“I've just completed my rst
month at The Brewhouse as the
Marketing and Communications
Manager. I'll be the one looking like
a startled fawn as I'm new to being
inside the theatrical world but have
many years of sales and marketing
under my belt. I worked in various
parts of the UK - I started my

career as a car saleswoman in
Scotland (so I'm handy for any
motor-trade tips!). I then moved
back south into the world of training
– designing and delivering training
projects across the country. Then
at the start of the millennium I
moved back to my rst loves: the
West Country (I grew up in
Cornwall) and marketing. I ran my
own company for 15 years,
specialising in helping small
businesses and charities get
themselves known better with
minimal or no budget – which I
guess might have helped me get
the job at The Brewhouse!”

Sue Windley

www.tonenews.co.uk
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showcase
of the arts
Registrations are now open
for Somerset Art Weeks
Festival which runs this year
from Sat 21 September - Sun
6 October. Somerset Art
Works invite registrations
from artists, arts
organisations, curators &
galleries wishing to take part.
Since its inception in 1994, it
has become an important
event in Somerset's cultural
calendar delighting art lovers
and collectors from near and
far.
This year Somerset Art
Works (SAW) is celebrating
25 years and will host a
diverse programme of
inspiring exhibitions, events
and workshops in over 100
locations across Somerset,
alongside exciting new
commissions, group shows
and education projects by
over 300 artists.
Somerset artists who are
members of Somerset Art

Works are eligible to take
part in this event as well as
invited guest artists from
outside Somerset.
Registration is open until 31
March 2019. Full details
regarding membership can
be found at:
somersetartworks.org.uk
Schools, Arts groups and
businesses are also eligible
and actively welcomed to
take part.
SAW HQ is located in
the Old Town Hall in
Langport and the SAW team
can be contacted on
Tuesdays and Thursdays,
9.30am – 4pm on 01458
253800. Any enquiries
regarding the event can be
made to Paul Newman
artweeks@somersetartwork
s.org.uk

sales@tonenews.co.uk
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The history of Monkton Elm Garden Centre
With spring in the air, it means
for those with green ngers the
chance to spend a bit more time
in the garden, so we thought it
would be nice to share a little bit
of history behind the ever
popular Monkton Elm Garden
Centre.
This oasis for garden lovers
evolved from a tomato nursery
business that the Bellman
family acquired in 1979 and
provided the ideal opportunity to
extend their rst-hand farming
experience gained in Kenya.
For many years Monkton
Elm grew tomatoes in their
glasshouses consisting of over
half an acre, however
increasing imports of cheap
tomatoes from Holland, based
on subsidised fuel oil, made the
crop uneconomic. So they had
to turn their energies to
something else and started
selling plants; a natural
progression, one would think,
from simple bedding plants to
hardy ornamental plants and a
small array of key garden
sundries.
The development of the
garden centre in those days
was best described as organic
growth as it developed with
demand from a small nursery
specialising in quality plants to a
leading 21st century destination
retail garden centre.

Some of the early features,
particularly the water-tower
towards the top of the site
remain in place today. The pond
has always been a key feature of
the garden centre site and
customers have fed the ducks
and sh throughout the decades.
You can even sit back and relax
in the cosy Pondside Café that
sits in the serenity of the pond
and surrounding trees.
David Bellman, owner of the
centre told Tone News: “We like
to feel that we have created what
I would call a 'club' atmosphere
with very many loyal customers
who have witnessed Monkton
Elm grow over the years. We
pride ourselves that we are not
just a garden shop, but a
meeting place and hub of the
local community”. The centre
has held many special events
over the years, from charity
days, to gardening club evenings
and food & wine tasting events.
Monkton Elm has always
been proud to source and offer
to customers the very best plants
– their plant offering is and will
remain the core of the business.
They are proud of their
knowledgeable and friendly
staffs who have worked at the
centre for many years. Andrew
Pitman is the horticulturalist and
has been with Monkton Elm for
over 25 years.

Looking for an allotment?
If you are currently looking for some allotment space, how does
the Holly Close eco allotment sound? Tone News has recently
been contacted by Robert Hunt, one of the members:
“I am contacting you to see if you would be able to help us try
and attract more members to our allotment. (Holly Close
allotments). We were set up over 8 years ago, by TDBC as a
request for more plots, due to the high numbers on waiting lists
across Taunton. However, despite an initial rush or numbers
have dipped over the last couple of years. Interestingly I was
talking to Allan Cavill in the week and it would seem that there
are a number of sites that have spaces in Taunton. So is there a
wider point about letting the local community know that there are
plots available, especially with all the new builds that have been
going up in the last few years.”

New interesting shop
opened in Bath Place
selling Biltong, Droewors
(dried sausage), Boerewors
(Farmers sausage)and other
South African tasty treats.
All the products are made
on the premises by a South
African living in Taunton.

Allotment gardening provides a wide range of benets to
communities and the environment, including:
• Providing fresh vegetables and fruit at low cost
• Getting exercise to improve health
• Social contact opportunities
• Providing habitats for many forms of wildlife
There are 32 allotment sites in the Borough and most major
settlements have allotments within 1 kilometre of dwellings.
There are multiple providers of allotments in Taunton Deane the Borough Council, Town and Parish Councils, independent
allotment societies, independent trusts, other public bodies,
charities and private individuals. Taunton Deane Borough
Council owned sites devolve the management to individual site
committees, leaving the Council to act as landlord only.

Come in to chat, taste
& buy in our unique deli.

6 Bath Place Taunton TA1 4ER
Tel: 01823 771441

www.tonenews.co.uk
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& BRUFORD
VALLANCE

Celebrating

40
Years

of Business

I N S U R A N C E S E RV I C E S L I M I T E D

Your local Independent family run
Insurance Broker is celebrating

of providing quality insurance cover,
with a friendly, professional service
We can offer very competitive quotations for
• MOTOR •
• HOUSEHOLD •
• VAN •
• LET & UNOCCUPIED •
• TRAVEL •
• BREAKDOWN •
• OLD, HISTORIC & LISTED PROPERTIES •
Please call in and see us at:
45 St James Street, Taunton, TA1 1JR
Call us on 01823 277188, or visit our website www.bruford.co.uk

www.tonenews.co.uk
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Is your website
secured yet?
If your website still isn't secure
this could be hurting the
reputation of your website and
your search engine rankings
too.
Google looks at and
records lots of different
measurements about your
website and online activities on
social media and being a
secure website is one of those
important boxes to tick.
It's even more important if
your website collects any
information from visitors. With
the Data Protection law
changes last year, even with a
basic contact form on your
website, it needs to be secure.

tonenews.co.uk

Having a secure website not only
gives visitors condence that
you're doing everything you can
to protect the information they
provide to you but also, on the
right hosting platform, can give
your website a speed boost too.
At Somerset Web Services,
all the new websites we build are
secure and we're always looking
to nd the best hosting platform
we can for websites on our Level
1 or above packages.
If you'd like us to give your
website a quick look and some
recommendations then please
contact us on 01823 353760 or
info@somersetwebservices.co.uk

If Tone News is FREE and delivered why
should I pay £3/month?
We print 15,000 copies of Tone News each month and there
are nearly 40,000 homes in and around Taunton so we are
unable to deliver to everyone at this time.
By subscribing, you are given priority delivery by post which
means you are guaranteed a copy of the newspaper
delivered to your door along with exclusive offers every
month.
The £3 monthly subscription fee therefore covers: postage,
packing & admin, the actual newspaper is still FREE but
subscribers benet from exclusive additional
offers (visit www.tonenews.co.uk/tonenews-delivered for more
information on offers)
Your copy of Taunton’s fastest
growing newspaper will be posted
out to you the moment it comes off the
printing press!

01823 353760
www.somersetwebservices.co.uk

www.tonenews.co.uk

Delivered To Your Door!
For just £3 per month...
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Community Notice Board
ice
St Margaret's Hosp
Open Garde- 5:n00s pm

m
26th May 11:00a, Westleigh,
rm
Fa
h
ig
tle
es
W
rence, Taunton
Lydeard St Law
t
en, set amongs
A two acre gard d stone barns.
farmhouse an ill be available.
w
Refreshments please.
No dogs

Remember the
5th May
Its world naked
gardening day!
Taunton MAGs
n
Easter Egg Ru
m
30a
11:

Sunday 14th April from
Calling in at the
Conquest Centre
Every child gets a
FREE Easter egg!

Music at
Lunchtime Concerts
St Johns Church
May - November
12:45 - 1:30
FREE admission
www.stjohnstaunton.org.uk

Variety Night at
the Galmington
Trident Club
Saturday 6th Ap

Frogmary Green
Farm Wedding Fair
Sunday 14th

Taunton Races
Evening Meet

Curtain up on
Murder

ril 2019 from 7:30pm
Adult £4, children £1,
Money raised will go
to
Guide Dogs for the Bli
nd

24th April, 4:00pm - 8:30pm
www.tauntonracecourse.co.uk
First race 5.20pm
Last race 8.05pm

Somerset Sight
Coffee morning
12th April from 10am
Wellington Baptist Church
Details on 01823 366147

Corfe
Summer Fete

Sat June 1st
11am - 5:30pm
Air display, live music
, birds of prey,
stalls and lots more
More info: corefesum
merfete.co.uk

April 2019
10am - 2.30pm
www.frogmarygreenfarm.co.uk
Organised by
Charley Elizabeth Events

Victoria Rooms in Milverton
Friday 17th - Saturday 18th May
7:00pm til 10:00pm
(last entry 7:30pm)
Minimum Age: 10

T.A.O.S. present

CAT'S

eatre
Brewhouse Th
May
h
5t
ril
Ap
30th
9
Tickets £16 / £1
tickets
r
fo
44
32
28
Call 01823

Agatha Christie's
Black 18CthoMffayee

16th 7:30pm
2:30pm and
Village Hall
ne
To
Bradford on
1 880807
58
Tickets on 07

01823 332211
TO ADVERTISE ON THIS PAGE Call 01823 286688 OR Email: sales@tonenews.co.uk
The information above may be subject to change without prior notice. Event information correct at time of going to print.

www.tonenews.co.uk
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Simon Cutler DipFA, MLIBF
Independent Financial Adviser
•
•
•
•
•
•

Investments
Pensions
Mortgages
Life Assurance
Inheritance Tax Planning
Retirement Planning

Call Simon on 01823 321616 for advice and a
free of charge, without obligation, initial meeting.
simon@blackdownnancial.co.uk
www.BlackdownFinancial.co.uk
Winchester House, Corporation Street, Taunton, TA1 4AJ
As a mortgage is secured against your home, it could be repossessed if you do not keep up the mortgage repayments.
Blackdown Financial is a Trading name of W&T Ltd. Registered in England No. 3717558

www.tonenews.co.uk
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Citizens Advice Taunton
reduce opening hours
Following the recent Somerset
County Council funding cut Citizens
Advice Taunton will be will be closing
its drop-in service on Wednesdays
from Mid March. The cut amounts to
£85k per year, which is 1/3rd of the
charity's unrestricted funding and
therefore represents a critical change
going forward.
Jon Shoesmith, Chief Ofcer, told
Tone News: “We simply have to bring
overheads down somehow, and even
after closing one day per week it will
still leave us with a signicant decit
to resolve in the future”.
Citizens Advice Taunton saw
6,640 clients in 2018/19, helping them
with 20,225 issues. The majority of
the staff are volunteers and the
organisation therefore runs on
staggeringly low overheads already.
Jon added “we are absolutely
determined to minimise the impact of
this change on clients. We have
looked at different ways of delivering
the service, and at how we can work
in greater partnership with other
Citizens Advice ofces in Somerset.
Taunton Deane Borough Council have
been extremely supportive, as have
lots of our other partners, and we are
determined to do all we can to resolve
the remaining decit without further
impact on the people who need our

service”.
Demand for Citizens Advice is
increasing, and the availability of
services in general have reduced
markedly in recent years. An
increasing number of clients with
complex needs and signicant
health conditions rely on Citizens
Advice as one of the services that
are still there. As such it is
becoming more and more
important, partly because the
service is so wide ranging and
allows people to seek help with
absolutely any advice issue they
have.
Citizens Advice Taunton will still
be open on Tuesdays 2.00 – 6.30;
and on Mondays, Thursdays and
Fridays 10.00 – 2.00. In addition,
clients can phone the telephone
service on 03444 111 445 Monday
to Friday 10.00 – 4.00, and can
also email via the website.
Many do not realise Citizens
Advice Taunton is a charity. To
donate you can visit:
www.citizensadvicetaunton.org.uk
or write to St. Mary's House,
Magdalene Street, Taunton, TA1
1SB. If you want to support the
team you can enquire about
volunteering by emailing
recruitment@tauntoncab.org.uk

Local author supports
free books for schools
Do you have children's books lying around unread at
home? Could you buy an extra book for a school? Do
you want to nd a good home for books your own
children have grown out of? Or are you just a lovely
person? Then you could be a Book Buddy!
In February 2018, the Book Buddy Scheme was
launched in an attempt to pair people with spare
books to schools that desperately needed new books
to keep their children interested in reading.
Wellington children's author, Elizabeth Jade told
Tone News: “I discovered the Book Buddy scheme
via Social Media. As an avid reader during my own
childhood, I nd it hard to imagine having limited
access to such an enjoyable thing as reading.
Fortunately, struggling schools can sign up to the
scheme on the Book Buddy website. The interactive
map makes it really easy to nd a school to support
and contact details for them are provided on site too.
It was here I discovered primary schools listed in my
area.”
Reading enjoyment has been reported as an
important part of children's educational success. Yet,
budget constraints mean a number of schools are
relying on the generosity of staff and others to provide
their pupils with reading books. If you have any good
quality books you would like to donate or would like to
buy new books for a school then you can use the map
at www.bookbuddy.org.uk to nd a school who will be
overjoyed to hear from you!

Lunchtime Concerts
return to St John’s Church
St John's Lunchtime Concerts will
be starting again on 10th May for
the 9th series.
Sponsors, Invest South West
have again agreed to generously
support these events both
nancially and by attending each
concert. Advanced students from
Richard Huish College, who are
generally intending to follow on to
study music at university, will
launch this year's series with a
selection of solo pieces on a
variety of different instruments.
Traditionally, the performers
are invited to nominate a charity

that will receive half of proceeds
raised from the retiring collection.
This year they include the Happy
Landing Animal Rescue Centre,
the Archie Project and the Music
Therapy charity. Doors open at
noon and cold drinks are served
before each concert. The
audience is invited to bring their
sandwiches. All are welcome to
attend: shoppers wanting a rest
from being on their feet, ofce
workers glad to stop staring at a
computer screen and for some
an excuse to get out of the
house!

VOLUNTEERS

WANTED

Please call

01823 333818

to enquire or visit www.somersetsight.org.uk
www.tonenews.co.uk
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Soroptimist Swimathon
Taunton School generously make their pool available
each year for the two days of the Swimathon and this
year, it took place on the 23rd & 24th February. Every
swimmer gets a medal, and there are a number of
trophies to be won for teams raising the most
sponsorship money or swimming the most lengths.
Swimathon co-ordinator, Christine Briggs tells Tone
News: “Teams from all over the Taunton community
take part in our Swimathon, including Law rms,
Accountancy rms, the Hydrographic Ofce, Musgrove
Park Hospital, St Margaret's Somerset Hospice,
schools – and many, many more. It is a real community
event, and there is a great buzz. Teams come back,
year after year, and they always have a great time”.
Taunton School is the main sponsor of this event,
together with valued support from Milsted Langdon,
Alpha Trophies, Rockwell Printers and Timpson.
It's the most fun you could have on a cold weekend
in February – and you can get a rosy glow by raising
some money for local good causes. This year the
charities benetting from the swimathon are: St
Margaret's Somerset Hospice, Somerset Sight and
Taunton Citizens Advice

www.tonenews.co.uk
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What’s On...

Looking for an Easter Egg Hunt?
Best things to do this Easter Weekend in Somerset and beyond

Across Taunton, Somerset and
Dorset, Easter is in the air and if
you're looking for an Easter egg
hunt, there are plenty of options
for you and your little ones.
Here's our list of the best things
to do this Easter weekend in the
local area from doing an Easter
egg hunt to food and drink fairs,
to keep you and the kids
entertained.
Hestercombe's Dotty Duckling's
Easter Egg Hunt
Here at Hestercombe for this Easter, Dotty
has misplaced all her eggs and hopes you
can help her nd them in time for tea!
Running from 6th – 22nd April, this is a
great trail for the family and there's a
chocolate prize for all those who can help
Dotty.
On Tuesday 9th and Wednesday 17th
April, you'll also be able to watch our
restored 17th century Mill in action during
our Mill Days, as it grinds up corn to make
our – all powered by water from the
Hestercombe Mill Pond.
Find out more about this fun Easter Egg
Hunt at Hestercombe.

Abbotsbury Subtropical
Gardens

From 19th – 22nd April, Forde Abbey
Gardens will be joined by a cast-list of
characters straight from the classic fairy
tales for their Once Upon a Time trail. Hunt
for clues and solve the challenges along
the way, and meet some very friendly faces
that are sure to capture your imagination.
There's chocolatey treats for everyone who
takes part in this adventure and 'Once
Upon a Time' storytelling for children, both
big and small. Open from 10am – 4pm
daily.

Museum of Somerset's Easter
Egg Hunt

West Somerset Railway's PAW
Patrol event

Search the Museum of Somerset in
Taunton lled with historic gems to nd
hidden clues in this popular Easter egg
hunt, running from 6th – 26th April, 10am5pm. A great adventure for all ages!

Kilver Court Gardens
Why not pop down to one of our partner
gardens over at Kilver Court to soak up
some spring sunshine and let the kids
explore? The grown-ups can take the
opportunity for some retail therapy, and a
coffee. These stunning gardens are in all
their spring glory right now and are worth
paying a visit.

Forde Abbey Gardens 'Once
Upon a Time' trail

Another fabulous garden attraction, near
Weymouth in Dorset, the subtropical
gardens at Abbotsbury look stunning in the
spring. On 20th April you'll also nd the
Food Fair in association with Dorset Food
& Drink taking place, where you can
celebrate Easter with the nest food the
area has on offer.

The kids will love seeing 'PAW Patrols
Chase and Marshall on Friday 19th and
Saturday 20th April 2019 at Minehead
Railway Station. The heroic pups will be
making personal appearances at intervals
between 10am and 4pm.
Whether you fancy an Easter egg hunt,
or you're looking for something a little
bit different, we hope you'll nd plenty
of things to do this Easter weekend with
a little help from us.

Bishop's Palace Easter trail
An Easter-themed trail runs throughout the
holidays at the Bishop's Palace in Wells,
along with a number of family-friendly
activities including Bugs and Buds, and
Nature Ninjas.

www.tonenews.co.uk
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10 Amazing
Easter Activities
for Kids in 2019
Easter wouldn't be Easter
without an egg hunt, but let's
face it – nobody can eat that
much chocolate, right? We've
put together an array of Easter
activities for kids that don't
necessarily end in chocolatecovered faces, and that the
whole family can enjoy. Who
knows, maybe you'll ﬁnd your
new Easter family tradition
from this list!
Egg and spoon race
We're not talking about the school sports
day, but a fun Easter game to be enjoyed
by all ages. Boil a batch of eggs (best to
hard boil!) and then test your mettle
against your rival friends and family
members as you try to carry your egg in a
spoon to the nish post as quickly as
possible.

Easter Egg Hunt
Well we did say Easter wouldn't be
complete without one! Head on down to
Hestercombe for 'Dotty Ducklings Easter
Egg Hunt from 6th – 22nd April, help Dotty
nd her eggs and make your way back to
the Pear Pond. Don't forget to collect your
chocolate prize! A great activity for all the
family, as it promotes exercise and fresh
air – and takes place across
Hestercombe's 50 acres of beautiful
heritage gardens.

Easter bonnet parade
Easter activities for kids can be a lot of fun,
and creating an Easter bonnet is no
exception. Gather as much ribbon,
feathers, sequins and glitter as you can get
your hands on and see who claims the
prize for the best bonnet in your own family
contest.

Egg rolling
In Preston, egg rolling really is a big deal.
As hundreds of people gather together at
the top of a hill, Easter is marked in a
rather remarkable way. Why not gather
your own troops and nd a hill to roll some
eggs down? Boiled or otherwise, see what
makes for the most interesting game.

Origami bunnies
Nothing says Easter quite like uffy
bunnies, and a great crafting activity with
children is to make a whole bunch of
colourful origami bunnies. We like this easy
way to fold bunnies by Red Ted Art.

Bake a simnel
cake
A traditional cake for
the Easter season,
simnel cake has the tell-tale marzipan on
top, and can be decorated with chicks and
any number of other ways. Get your little
bakers kitted out in their chefs' outts and
get baking. You can nd recipes galore
online.

Bunny bunting
Why not decorate your home with some of
the kids' creations? With some Easy Kids
Craft videos on Youtube, you can festoon
the house and create an Easter
wonderland.

Chick hunt
We've mentioned the egg hunt, but you
can always set up your own Easter hunt
with uffy chicks, bunnies, and any other
non-chocolate and Easter-inspired
creature. The joy of this is you can create
your hunt indoors or outdoors, depending
on the weather!

Marbled eggs
Have some fun with colour and create
some artistic and bright boiled eggs, as
pictured above. Just add a drop of food
colouring to a pan of water, and prick a
hole in the shell of your eggs before you
boil them in the colouring. When you
remove the shell, the eggs will be
marbled and you'll be guaranteed an
Easter breakfast that will really impress
the kids.

www.tonenews.co.uk

Daffodil posies
With spring all around, nothing says Easter
like daffodils, and kids will enjoy creating
pretty bunches of daffodils for mum and
dad, or as gifts for other family members.
Egg rolling – yes, it’s an actual thing!
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Hestercombe Gardens poetry competition
With the onset of spring and as a nod to
their newest restoration project at
Hestercombe, they are looking for young
writers to enter a poetry competition on the
theme of 'spring'.
With the unveiling of Sibyl's Temple, a
recreation of a magnicent 18th century
building in Hestercombe's Georgian
Landscape garden, the winners of the
competition will get the chance to read
their poem at the ofcial ceremony on
Wednesday, April 17. They will also be
invited to take part in a writing masterclass
with one of the competition's judges,
international bestselling author Vicky
Holmes. Winners will also get £25 in book
tokens to spend on their favourite reads.
Best known as Erin Hunter, Vicky
Holmes is creator of the global
phenomenon Warrior Cats which is
currently being
turned into a
movie franchise
by the producer
behind the
Harry Potter
lms.
In the UK,
she is more
familiar as Daisy
Meadows,
author of
Rainbow Magic,
and as Lucy
Daniels who

www.tonenews.co.uk

created the enduring Animal Ark series.
Vicky has never grown out of her childhood
love of horses, all of which feature in the
popular series Heartland and Chestnut Hill
under the name Lauren Brooke.
Alongside Vicky, there will be a
number of special guest judges, including
Hestercombe's Chief Executive Philip
White MBE.
The age categories for the competition are
split into three: 11 and under, 12 – 15, and
16-21.

19

How to enter:
Online at www.hestercombe.com/poetry
By post to: Spring Poetry Competition,
Hestercombe Gardens, Cheddon
Fitzpaine, Taunton, Somerset, TA2 8LG.
Please include name and age, and a
contact number on postal entries.
Closing date for entries is April 1st.
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MOTs from £39.95
Servicing from £99.00
Opening hours
Mon to Fri 08.30 - 17.30
Sat 08.30 - 12.30
Castle Street, Taunton, TA1 4AU
01823 328600
www.hickleysautocentre.com

www.tonenews.co.uk
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PRICE

BANNERS
ON YOUR
1ST ORDER

• STATIC OR MOBILE ADVERTISING
• BANNERS DESIGNED & PRINTED
• GREAT FOR EVENTS & SHOWS
• HIRE BY THE DAY
• TARGETED ROUTES

www.thebannervan.co.uk
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The Monthly Alternative with Giles Cosgrove
Spotlight On:
When you end the title track of your second
EP with the sound of a massive gunght,
you're either extremely condent or completely
mad… It's likely that Dirty Blueprint are both.
Based in Wiveliscombe, the band are a
welcome return to the alternative sound of
days gone by, as the 60's turned into the 70's,
when John Peel could be heard in the midnight
hours on Radio London playing blues,
psychedelia and prog rock long into the night.
Dirty Blueprint aren't however just a retro blues
rock covers band. Originality is their middle
name. Made up of Lewis Bond on Drums, Sam
Turner on Bass, Charles Farrelly on Guitar,
and Stuart Lloyd with Vocals, and on
Harmonica, the group pack a dramatic punch
with every track channelling the likes of
Hendrix, Vaughn and The Black Keys at once.
The only modern group
to take the Harmonica
from a joke kids toy to a
full on instrument, the
band's riff heavy foot
stompers push at the
envelope of convention,
adding sound effects
and narratives into their
tracks invoking the likes
of Pink Floyd and Rush
in their tale like nature,
most evident on their

latest work, their second EP “Gangster Life”.
There's a swagger in the sound, each track
taking its own time, knowing exactly where it's
headed without rushing to walk off stage,
instead embracing the Spotlight.
With a string of live dates on the way including
numerous festival spots in the South West this
summer, Dirty Blueprint make Rock sound like
a ne wine, matured and throaty, old fashioned
in the best way and boundary pushing at all
times.
Find Them: You can hear both “Better Off With
Me” & “Gangster Life” in full on Spotify before
catching them live this Summer.
Sounds Like: Woodstock, Classic Rock and
the Peaky Blinders Soundtrack thrown into a
blender to produce something truly brilliant.

Acts to Watch Out
For in this Month:
• Reader
Her second EP “In Bloom” is out
now and well worth a listen, pure
urban soul
• All Smiles in Wonderland
Sounding like your early teen
emo phase grew up, this brand
new South West band just
released their debut single
“Astronaut”
• The Japanese House
Finally releasing her debut LP
“Good at Falling” here is the
sound of modern indie in 2019
• The Prodigy
It was only in November that this
article recommended a brandnew album from the dance-punk
pioneers… With the loss of Keith
Flint, give Firestarter a spin at full
blast in tribute!

You can listen to The Sunday Alternative with Giles Cosgrove every Sunday from 4 – 6 pm on Tone FM
featuring great local artists, an Album of the Week, Vinyl Revival, Gig Guide and Music News.

GAMING

with Stuart Coward

Starﬂeet needs a new crew
Space the nal
frontier, these are the
voyages of the
starship 'Enterprise'
or 'Deant' or 'Voyager' or even 'Titian'.
Anyway by that you should be able to
guess like many others I like a bit of Star
Trek from time to time. Now there is a new
way to experiences these voyages with a
new table top roleplaying game 'Star Trek
Adventures' by Modiphius Entertainment.
In it you become Stareet's latest set of
ofcers, you can play from ensign right up
to captain, in any era from the shows and
lms. Each character has 6 attributes that
are Control, Daring, Fitness, Presences,
Insight, and Reason. Plus 6 disciplines,
Command, Con, Security, Engineering,
Sciences and Medical. These in turn tell
you how much you must roll under to

www.tonenews.co.uk

complete a task. The game has 7 races in
the core rulebook Human, Vulcan,
Andorian, Trill, Tellarite, Betazoids, Bajoran
and Denobulan. The game has plenty of
options how to deal with different
situations, meaning just like the show
combat is not the only options. Starships
have their own stats and are just as much
a character as your crew.
The core rulebook itself is very well
made with lots of information in it and lots
of great artwork, one of these you can see
here. Other books have come out to give
you more info on the 3 main divisions and
guides to different areas of space also
coming out.
So if you have some mates, a big
table and some spare time you, just like
Kirk, Picard, Sisko, Janeway and Archer
you can go where no one has gone before.
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Forthcoming ﬁxtures
at Taunton Racecourse
There is still a lot to look forward
to at Taunton Racecourse both
on and off the track before the
current season draws to a close.
On Thursday 4th April
Taunton will be hosting their ever
popular Ladies Day meeting
when the rst race gets
underway at 2.05pm.
The best dressed Lady on
the day will win a weekend in
Paris for two sponsored by Dave
Criddle Travel.
On Ladies Day Taunton will
be hosting a VIP Lunch, which
will include admission to the
races, a free racecard, a glass of
bubbly on arrival, a three course
lunch, afternoon tea, unlimited
tea and coffee and use of the
table for the entire meeting. Plus,
Martin Higgs Taunton's own
resident racing expert Martin
Higgs will preview the card.
Tickets for this very special
VIP Lunch cost £75 per person.
The Orchard Portman course
will be hosting a Grand National
Lunch on Saturday 6th April,
which includes two course
luncheon, full coverage of the
feature and supporting races on
the big screen and an in-house
bookmaker.

In addition Martin Higgs- aka
'Higgs on Horses', will be on
hand to compere the day!
Tickets for this special event
is £30 and can be booked on
line or by calling 01823 337172.
The curtain comes down on
racing at the Orchard Portman
course on Wednesday 24th
April when they host the
Evening Meeting when the rst
race goes to post at 5.30pm.
Racegoers are reminded
that if they purchase their
tickets on-line before 10am on
the day prior to racing they can
obtain a generous discount. To
take advantage of this discount
or for further details regarding
any events mentioned in this
article log onto
www.tauntonracecourse.co.uk

Excitement is building at the
Viridor Stadium, home to Taunton
Town Football Club, where the
Manchester United Legends team
will play Taunton Town FC
legends, a team brought together
by FA Vase-winning captain Paul
West and record appearance
holder Tony Payne.
The Manchester United
squad has not yet been
conrmed, but their team has
previously included Denis Irwin,
Edwin van der Sar, Ruud van
Nistelrooy, Dwight Yorke, and
Andy Cole.
The game will take place on
Sunday 7th April, with kick off at
2pm. Any available tickets can be
purchased from the club shop on

matchdays. Adult tickets £15,
concessions are £10 and Under18s £5.
The club and the team need
the support of local people, so
head down to the stadium to watch
a game. Upcoming home games
are as follows.
Taunton Town - Vs Metropolitan Police
April 6, 2019 | 3PM
Taunton Town - Vs - Kings
Langley
April 13, 2019 | 3PM
Taunton Town - Vs - Merthyr
Town
April 22, 2019 | 3PM

www.green4go.co.uk
0345 319 0666
The No Nonsense,
Honest Driving School.
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Down at the Club

The assembly work to install the oodlight
pylons at the Cooper Associates County
Ground is now complete and CEO Andrew
Cornish has outlined to Tone News exactly
what this means, not just for the Club but for
Taunton as a whole:
“The lights will mean that we are able to
play matches at more suitable times for our
Members and spectators. Our Vitality Blast
matches will now be able to begin later at
night rather than at 4:30pm. This is of obvious
benet to our fanbase, but will also add to the
night-time economy of the town overall. It
means that local businesses such as
restaurants and bars will benet from the fact
that we'll be attracting people here later in the
evening. It's important for us but it goes far
beyond just the Cricket Club.
“In 2017 the Daily Telegraph reported
that the IT20 we hosted between England
and South Africa that year was 'worth around
£1 million to the local economy'. That was just
one match! This year we will be playing host
to three sold-out matches in the ICC Cricket
World Cup. These three xtures will see
thousands of supporters from all over the
world descending on Somerset and, due to
the nature of the sport, the majority of them
won't just be visiting for the day. They will be
staying and spending their money in the
hotels and guesthouses as well as the
restaurants and shops. This will provide a
www.tonenews.co.uk

hugely positive impact to the economy of
the town and Somerset as a whole.
“In addition to these International
matches, six of our seven Vitality Blast
matches will be played under the
oodlights. These will obviously also help
to boost the local economy, but they will
also be a genuine spectacle! Cricket
under lights in Taunton has to be seen to
be believed.
“The oodlight masts themselves are
54 metres high, which obviously alters the
skyline of Taunton more than anything
has done since the beautiful churches
which surround the Cooper Associates
County Ground were built.
“I can assure everyone that all the
necessary Health & Safety works have
been carried out to the letter and that all
the required planning processes were
completed in good order. We have
worked closely with Taunton Deane
Borough Council to ensure that all the
required guidelines have been met at
every stage of the procedure.
“We have also been working closely
with the local authority to ensure that the
lights and masts have no negative
environmental impacts on the wildlife in
the region such as birds and bats.
“Obviously there will be some
parameters that we will be adhering to
26

with regards to restrictions on usage. In
year one we will be restricted to using the
new lights on 26 occasions and that will
change to 17 times in year two. This
reects the fact that a number of tests will
need to be carried out in 2019. In addition
to this we will be hosting a oodlit xture
in the ICC Cricket World Cup this year
which will require the teams involved to
be able to practice under the lights in
order to recreate the conditions in which
they will be playing.
“In order to ensure that we don't
impact on our neighbours but can still
guarantee that spectators leave the
Ground safely, we will have the ability to
turn the lux levels down so that we can
lower the light intensity at the close of
play.
“The cut-off point for extinguishing
the lights on oodlit matchdays will be
10:59pm, but obviously the matches will
nish a good deal earlier than that in
order for spectators to be able to safely
exit the Ground with the lights still
illuminated. “These lights present a real
opportunity for both the Club and the
town to be a part of something very
special and I hope that everyone will
embrace the results of this project and
the possibilities that the development will
present.”
sales@tonenews.co.uk
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