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The wait is over!

Photo: ICC Men's Cricket World Cup 2019

ICC Cricket World Cup comes to Taunton. More on page 26.
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Welcome to
tonenews.co.uk

Since the last issue of Tone News, I
have had a hot date with Minnie Mouse
- she opted to stay in France though
after my proposal! At least the local
elections are done and you have voted
for change in our wonderful town so
let's be positive and embrace it. With
the Cricket World Cup on our doorstep
as well and the Firepool Vision
underway, times are changing! If you
are a rst time reader, I hope you enjoy
reading this issue and if you have any
feedback, our contact details are below.

A big thanks to My Days service users
challenge themselves trying something new
or just to relax with friends and have fun
with something they already have found a
passion for. A service based in the centre of
Taunton which offers daily inclusive
activities for adults with learning difculties
which take place either in the Gipsy Lane
centre or in or around Taunton town centre
and include; cooking, arts & crafts, keep t,
gardening, music, drama, knitting,
needlecraft, computers, cafe culture,
writing, literacy and day trips.

Tone News would like to say a big thank
you to the service users at My Days who
helped with last month’s deliveries in and
around Bishop’s Hull. My Days are based in
and around Taunton offering outcome
based support services for adults with
learning disabilities in their hubs and in the
community. My Days are about empowering
individuals to make their own choices about
how they spend their day and offering a
wide range of more meaningful communitybased activities, enabling clients to either

Darren Daley
Editor

Do you have a story you would like to
share? We would love to hear from you if
have an announcement or perhaps there
is a little bit of news from the area that
you live that will be of interest to the
community.
Perhaps you would like to do a little bit of
advertising? We offer fantastic rates, with
little wastage and offer you FREE radio
advertising with selected offers!
Tone News is delivered on rotation in the
TA1, TA2 & TA3 post code areas. You can
download a copy from tonenews.co.uk
and there is also a number of collection
points around the town, so make sure you
listen to Tone FM to ﬁnd where to pick up
your copy.
Email:
info@tonenews.co.uk
Phone:
01823 286688
Address: The Market House,
Taunton, Somerset,
TA1 1JD

The advertising deadline
for the next issue of
tonenews.co.uk

is Monday 10th June 2019
Visit www.tonenews.co.uk for rates and sizes. Payment required on booking.
Designed & Printed in Taunton by

zeralynx
print

01823 251888
info@zeralynx.co.uk
www.zeralynx.co.uk
Unit 6a Courtlands Ind. Estate, Taunton, Somerset TA2 6NS

The views expressed in this paper are not necessarily the same as the publishers. We’d like to thank all contributors for their input. Tone News
accepts no responsibility for errors or omissions or views expressed in this newspaper. Tone News is a free newspaper and must not be sold
separately. © Tone News 2019.
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£1,200 donation to children's unit
Parents will now be able to stay overnight in
comfort at Musgrove Park's children's unit
thanks to a £1,200 donation by Taunton's
Mountway School of Dancing. The money will
be spent on a set of sofa beds for the unit.
Verity Teal, principal at the Mountway School of
Dancing, which is based in the Market House
(next to the Tone News ofce!) told us:
“We are a local dancing school in Taunton
and almost 300 of our children took part in a
huge show, which we do every two years, and
we raised £1,200 from a rafe and programme
sales to buy sofas for Musgrove Park's
children's unit.” Suzanne Pilkington, matron at
Musgrove Park Hospital's children's unit,
replied: “We are so grateful for this generous
donation and we are spending the money on
making sure that parents and children are able
to be together during their son or daughter's
inpatient stay by purchasing sofa beds so they
can sleep alongside their children.”
Pictured (left to right): Suzanne Pilkington,
children's unit matron, Chloe Pinnell (healthcare
assistant), Robyn Higgins (Mountway School of
Dance), Sue Webster (senior staff nurse –
children's unit), Verity Teal (Mountway School of
Dance), Amanda Fowle (senior staff nurse –
children's unit), Zoe Allen (student nurse)

Weavers Arms development complete Local lottery’s
Somerset West and Taunton Council have
subsidised, unlike open market
completed the development of 26 new
affordable homes at Rockwell Green,
Wellington. The £3.6m scheme to
regenerate the area included demolition of
the Weavers Arms public house, the
adjacent public toilet block and ten
Woolaway properties in Oaken Ground.
The new sustainable community provides
a mix of 1, 2, 3 and 4 bedroom properties
including ats, houses and bungalows. The
modern, energy efcient homes with car
parking meet a range of housing needs for
the area. Five of the new homes have
been built to wheelchair accessible
standards. All 26 homes at the Weavers
Arms site are affordable housing –

housing – with the aim of meeting the
needs of local people who may be
priced out of other properties. Two of
the homes have been sold as shared
ownership to broaden the type of
tenures available and offer a form of
low cost homeownership. Shane
Smith, Development Manager at SWT,
told Tone News: “We are so pleased to
complete this development of 26
affordable homes in Wellington. These
new properties are great quality, roomy
and energy efcient and should make
a real difference to the lives of people
who will live in them.”

Second birthday

The Somerset West Lottery has celebrated it's
2nd birthday! The local Lottery run by Somerset
West and Taunton Council was launched on 16
May 2017, it opened to players on 9 June 2017
and had the rst draw on 29 July 2017.
The lottery offers registered good causes the
opportunity to raise income for their organisation
by selling lottery tickets to members of the public.
The total revenue for good causes since the
launch is £72,315 with a predicted annual
income for this year alone of over £38,000. Each
ticket purchased is entered into a weekly draw
with prizes ranging from free tickets to
£25,000.00 cash. An average weekly draw of
1,200 tickets results in an average of 25 prizes.
The Somerset West Lottery gives 60p from
every £1 ticket sold to registered good causes
with players choosing which cause they want to
support. Ten percent of funds raised by ticket
sales go into a community fund which is opened
annually to any eligible local good cause wishing
to apply for additional funding.
If you know of a good cause wishing to raise
funds or would like to buy a ticket contact the
Somerset West Lottery on 0300 30 20 666;
support@somersetwestlottery.co.uk or visit
www.somersetwestlottery.co.uk
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Taunton Flower Show 2019
Set amongst the stunning backdrop of
Vivary Park Taunton Flower Show is a
great day out for everyone! For those
wanting to keep the whole family
entertained, watch the bee keeping
demonstrations, relax by the live music
stages or visit the Children's Village.
There are also spectacular arena
events including The BMX Show and
Fuse Performance's aerial acrobatics.
Horticulturalists can wonder the Plant
Village and Floral Marquee and view
the stunning displays, or visit the Seeds
of Knowledge demonstration marquee

www.tonenews.co.uk

for some insider knowledge. There's
also an abundance of stands selling the
latest garden accessories, gadgets and
machinery, and pop along to vote for
your favourite Designer Garden; a great
way of showing what can be achieved
in a small space. With over 200 stalls
including craft displays, catering and
shopping outlets, a huge competition
marquee, wine tent and local artisan
food hall, there's plenty to occupy
young and old alike, and don't forget
CHILDREN GO FREE!
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Taunton's twin town 70th anniversary Taunton's U3A
By Mike Tompsett

Members of Taunton's French Twinning
Group have made a 70th Anniversary visit
to Lisieux in Northern France. The party of
22 stayed with host families in and around
the historic town which was was an
important centre of power in medieval
times. King Henry II and Eleanor of
Aquitaine are thought to have married there
in 1152 and the town remained powerful for
several centuries afterwards. The main
judge of Joan of Arc, Pierre Cauchon,
became a bishop of Lisieux after her death

and is buried in the Lady Chapel of the
cathedral and this sacred town in
Normandy's Calvados department hardly
needs introduction for Catholics as it's
France's second pilgrimage site behind
Lourdes. There's just as much to see and
do: Lisieux has a real gastronomic
pedigree, making Calvados apple brandy
and some of France's most prized cheeses,
while there's an acclaimed zoo,
sophisticated châteaux and the chic resort
of Deaville all a breeze away.

Green living for children at new
Taunton nursery
A new nursery which will encourage
children and their families to embrace a
green sustainable lifestyle is being opened
in Taunton. Its location beside the new
Northwalls housing scheme means parents
will be encouraged to walk or cycle with
their little ones to school, with bike spaces
provided. It is also next to the newly planted
Somerset Wood, which will provide
opportunities for forest school activities.
The recently appointed Head Teacher,
Rhian Locker, told Tone News: “I think our
location is pretty amazing, we are next to a
town with a vibrant cultural life, including a
great museum and theatre, but also right by
some beautiful woodland which will be at
our disposal for all sorts of interesting
countryside based activities.”
Nerrols Nursery will offer care and
education for children aged between two
and four, with large purpose built rooms and
free ow access to a designated outdoor
area. Children will also be able to use the
wider facilities of the Nerrols campus which
include an all-weather pitch, vegetable
garden, pond and a range of outdoor play
equipment. The nursery is part of the
Richard Huish Trust, which sponsors a
number of schools in the Taunton area and
is linked to Richard Huish College - rated
outstanding by Ofsted. It will be open
www.tonenews.co.uk

Monday to Friday from 8.00am to 6.00pm
for 49 weeks of the year (excluding bank
holidays, Christmas closures and staff
training days). If you are interested in your
child starting at Nerrols Nursery in
September 2019 please email
administrator@richardhuishtrust.co.uk and
quote Tone News.

As people live longer, keeping free from
stress is a major factor. Money worries,
health and tness, keeping the mind
occupied are all things that lead to stress in
later life. Making healthy lifestyle
choices—don't smoke, eat well, practice
good hygiene, and reduce stress in your life
leads to a happy retired life. But how to do
that? Let Taunton's University of the 3rd
Age (U3A) help . . .
The University of the Third Age is a very
sensitive organization that has recognized
this need for many years and has been
active in Taunton since 1995. Many people
are intimidated by the word 'University' but
of course it just means 'keeping our grey
matter nimble.' U3A is a UK movement of
retired and semi-retired people who come
together to continue their educational,
social and creative interests in a friendly
and informal environment. Members draw
upon their knowledge and experience to
teach and learn from each other. It's all
voluntary, run in informal activity sessions,
covering hundreds of different subjects. It's
an informal, co-operative, volunteer-led
organisation which embraces everyone of
all backgrounds, religions and cultures.
There are no formal qualications or exams
to pass and draws on the strengths and
enthusiasm of all its members. In Taunton
there are over 20 groups to choose from,
ranging from an active walking group to a
singing group or the study of philosophy or
climate change. We also have regular get
togethers over a friendly meal both at
Bridgwater and Somerset College and
Pickering Golf Club.
The groups are run by the members
themselves and if you have a particular skill
or specialist knowledge that you would like
to share, we would be very grateful if you
introduced yourself to our Chairman at the
social get together that happens in Taunton
Library on the third Monday morning of the
month or at our Meet and Greet sessions at
Temple Methodist Church on the second
Tuesday of the month. In 2019 we hope to
make an impact by fundraising for Children
in Need and we will be out and about
celebrating in style for our 25th anniversary.
We look forward to meeting you and If you
would like to join please visit:
u3asites.org.uk/taunton

Head Teacher Rhian Locker
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Taunton's Citizenship Awards Fancy a bit of
ﬂy ﬁshing?

Photo courtesey of Craig Stone Photography

This year's Citizenship Awards, hosted
by tone FM's Breakfast Show presenter,
Darren Daley, saw the Council in
conjunction with local Rotary Clubs
recognise the unsung heroes of
Taunton Deane. There were 11 entries
in the annual awards open to
individuals and voluntary groups that
make a difference to the people living in
our community.
The panel of judges, led by Taunton
Deane Mayor Cllr Catherine Herbert,
selected three winners: - The Christmas
Sparkle Project, Hazel Reed and Jenny
Dilley.
They were presented with their
awards at a ceremony in the Cooper
Associates County Ground on Tuesday

www.tonenews.co.uk

23 April. A donation of £100 will also be
made to a charity of their choice each.
Everyone who received a nomination
has also been invited to attend and
collect a certicate.
Former Mayor of Taunton Deane,
Cllr Herbert, told Tone News: “The
Citizenship Awards give well deserved
recognition to the groups and
individuals who do such outstanding
voluntary work in our community. They
devote so much of their time and
energy to a high number of causes. It's
an honour to learn about the work they
do which is appreciated by so many. I
would like to thank them all for their
enthusiasm and dedication.”

7

Ageing Well (part of Age UK Somerset) has
received funding from Somerset Skills and
Learning to run a y shing course for novice
anglers in the area.
Previous courses have had fantastic
feedback. Run by experienced teacher and angler,
Sally Pizii, the course will take place at Curry
Mallet Village Hall, with future lessons being held
both at the Hall and at the Hawkridge Reservoir.
The six, 2-hour course will cost just £50, with
all equipment being supplied and refreshments
provided. As well as learning some essential skills,
participants will benet from a small, friendly group
and relaxed environment.
Ageing Well are now taking bookings for this
course. For more information, please contact them
on 01823 345626 or email
ageingwell@ageuksomerset.org.uk.

info@tonenews.co.uk
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SWT fundraising walk
raises more than £1000

World Oceans Day

Colleagues from Somerset West and Taunton Council, along with
friends and family, took part in a fundraising walk over the
Quantock Hills on Sunday 12 May.
Around 40 people walked or ran the 18 miles from Deane
House in Taunton to West Somerset House in Williton to mark the
coming together of the two former councils.
All monies raised will go to S.U.R.E - Somerset Unit for
Radiotherapy Equipment - a local cancer charity founded in 2000
to support the provision of cancer services at Musgrove Park
Hospital in Taunton.The amount raised to date is a fabulous
£1075.00 but money is still rolling in. You can donate at:
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/SWT

A day of activities for families and individuals to celebrate World
Oceans Day and to raise awareness of the impact of Climate
Change on the Coast. The wide range of activities will include:
beach cleans, environmental art, rockpooling, storytelling and Tai
Chi. The day will start with the Women's Institute having 'Tea in the
Sea' to highlight the issue of sea level rise. This event is being
hosted by the Somerset Wildlife Trust on Saturday 8th June 10am –
4pm at Dunster Beach, Sea Lane, Dunster, TA24 5UH. The event is
FREE but donations are welcome. With 19,000 members,
Somerset Wildlife Trust is the county's leading conservation charity,
dedicated to conserving a broad range of wild places and fragile
habitats, and safeguarding the future of some of the county's most
iconic and vulnerable wildlife. We manage reserves across the
county which together equate to over 1,700 hectares of land, and
inspire communities to take action for wildlife and get involved in
events throughout the year. Be part of it and nd out more by
visiting: somersetwildlife.org
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Please call

01823 333818
to enquire or visit
www.somersetsight.org.uk

New interesting shop
opened in Bath Place
selling Biltong, Droewors
(dried sausage), Boerewors
(Farmers sausage)and other
South African tasty treats.
All the products are made
on the premises by a South
African living in Taunton.

Come in to chat, taste
& buy in our unique deli.

6 Bath Place Taunton TA1 4ER
Tel: 01823 771441

www.tonenews.co.uk
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What does Google think TDBA shortlist announced
of your website?

The wait is over and the shortlisted
nalists for the Taunton Deane
Business Awards have been
selected.
Following weeks of deliberation,
the nalists for the ten categories
have been selected and invited to
take part in the next round. During
this round the businesses are
invited to present in front of a panel
of judges and make their case for
why they should win the award. It is
at the end of this round that the
winner of each award will be
selected and the closely guarded secret will be preserved until the
awards ceremony on the 27th June.
“The quality of the applications are incredibly high this year and
some awards have been ercely close, although we say it every
year it genuinely has never been harder than this year. For those
that didn't make it through – remember it was a very close call in so
many cases,” explained Pam Knight, of White Knight Marketing,
the event organisers.

By Tim Church from Somerset Web Services
Do you know what search
engines like Google think of
your website? There are many
tools available (both free and
paid ones) that can provide
valuable information about your
website. From information on its
speed and performance to
audits of the SEO of your
website.
One very useful tool is
Google's own Search Console
website (previously called
Webmaster Tools). Search
Console helps you measure
your site's Search trafc and
performance, x issues and
make your site shine in Google

Search results. With the new
version being rolled out it
provides even more information
than previously. You can use
Search Console for your own
website but at Somerset Web
Services we connect the
websites we host and support to
Google Search Console and can
provide various levels of support
to monitor and deal with issues
that Search Console reports. If
you're interested in knowing
more about Search Console and
how it can be used to help make
improvements to your website
please do get in contact with us.

Shortlisted Finalists:
Start-up Business of the Year, Sponsored by Carly Press
1. Praestantia Technology
2. Taunton Doctors
3. Somerset Executive Travel
Creative Industries Award, Sponsored by ArtsTaunton
1. Rocket and Bird
2. Centre for Young Musicians
3. John Packer Musical Instruments
Customer Excellence Award, Sponsored by Church House Dental
Clinic
1. Little Monsters Market
2. Buff Urban Day Spa
3. Yummy Mummy Hair and Beauty
Best Marketing Campaign, Sponsored by White Knight Marketing
1. Genius PR and Events
2. Lesser Litter
Best Growth Business, Sponsored by Broomhead Commercial
1. Little Monsters Market
2. Introtweet
3. Granny Gothards
Community Engagement Award, Sponsored by Richard Huish
College
1. Genius PR and Events
2. Taunton Football Club
3. Acorn Solicitors
Family Business of the Year Award, Sponsored by Perry and
Prouse
1. Jobseekers Recruitment Services
2. Sparks and Daughter
3. Crescent Funerals
Digital Innovator of the Year, Sponsored by A C Mole and Sons
1. Bridgwater and Taunton College
2. 360 SW Ltd
Best Employer of the Year, Sponsored by Claims Consortium
1. Buff Urban Day Spa
2. Chase Consulting
3. Jobseekers Recruitment Services
Taunton Deane Business of the Year, Sponsored by Summereld
Development (SW) Ltd
1. Introtweet
2. Granny Gothards
3. Bridgwater and Taunton College

01823 353760
www.somersetwebservices.co.uk

& BRUFORD
VALLANCE

Celebrating

40
Years

of Business

I N S U R A N C E S E RV I C E S L I M I T E D

Your local Independent family run
Insurance Broker is celebrating

of providing quality insurance cover,
with a friendly, professional service
We can offer very competitive quotations for
• MOTOR •
• HOUSEHOLD •
• VAN •
• LET & UNOCCUPIED •
• TRAVEL •
• BREAKDOWN •
• OLD, HISTORIC & LISTED PROPERTIES •

The awards ceremony will take place at Somerset County Cricket
Ground on the 27th June. Tickets to the black tie ceremony are
now on sale online at https://www.tdba.co.uk and cost £40 for a
three course dinner, and evening of lively celebration.

Please call in and see us at:
45 St James Street, Taunton, TA1 1JR
Call us on 01823 277188, or visit our website www.bruford.co.uk

www.tonenews.co.uk
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Community Notice Board
Redcoats & Rebels
Clash!
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Fly fishing
Course

Hawkridge Reservoir
curry Mallet
Weekly courses run by
AGE UK
£50 – all equipment pro
vid
More details: 01823 34 ed
5626

Rhymetime at
Priorswood library

Every Monday between
11am – 11:30am
Bring the little ones in to be
entertained!
No need to book – just come along

Conquest Centre
Open Day

22nd June 11am - 2pm
Meet the team, the horses, donkey,
chickens, rabbits and goats.
Fete games, craft stalls, bouncy
castles, fun dog show and much more!
Suggested donation £2 per car

Bring a bottle
Bingo!

Creech st Michael Village Hal
l
on Friday 7th June
Great prizes, refreshments ava
ilable,
A fun night all raising funds
for the pre-school

Music Pips

Every Tuesday 10am – 11am
All Saints Church Hall
Roman Road in Halcon
£1 entry
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01823 332211
TO ADVERTISE ON THIS PAGE Call 01823 286688 OR Email: sales@tonenews.co.uk
The information above may be subject to change without prior notice. Event information correct at time of going to print.
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Simon Cutler DipFA, MLIBF
Independent Financial Adviser
•
•
•
•
•
•

Investments
Pensions
Mortgages
Life Assurance
Inheritance Tax Planning
Retirement Planning

Call Simon on 01823 321616 for advice and a
free of charge, without obligation, initial meeting.
simon@blackdownnancial.co.uk
www.BlackdownFinancial.co.uk
Winchester House, Corporation Street, Taunton, TA1 4AJ
As a mortgage is secured against your home, it could be repossessed if you do not keep up the mortgage repayments.
Blackdown Financial is a Trading name of W&T Ltd. Registered in England No. 3717558

www.tonenews.co.uk
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The St. Margaret's Hospice
FREE youth groups for
Taunton summer fete is back young carers
Alpacas, live music and
children's games will be among
the attractions at the St.
Margaret's Hospice summer
fete in Taunton. Everyone is
welcome to join in the fun on
Saturday, June 8. The event will
feature glitter face painting,
football and skittles games, a
barbecue, tea room and a
variety of stalls.There will also
be the chance to walk an
alpaca, courtesy of Stoke Wood
Alpacas, as well as
performances by the Sunower
Singers, Taunton Deane Male
Voice Choir, Wellington Silver
Band, Skintight Samba and
Wellington Majorettes.
Organisers are hoping to repeat
the success of last year's fete,
which raised over £4,000 to
help care for people in
Somerset who are facing a lifelimiting illness. Kara Frampton,
Community Fundraiser for St.
Margaret's Hospice, told Tone
News: “We're hoping to bring
the community together to have
fun and see what brilliant work
the hospice does. We had a
great time with more than 300
people at last year's fete, and

www.tonenews.co.uk

we would love to see even
more people this year.” The
fete is taking place from 11am
to 3pm at St. Margaret's
Hospice in Heron Drive,
Bishops Hull, TA1 5HA. Entry
is £2 for adults and free for
children under 14. Free
parking will be available at
Bridgwater and Taunton
College, with a free shuttle
bus to the hospice. For more
information, call Kara on
01823 345911 or email
kara.frampton@st-margaretshospice.org.uk.

Young Carers or children who live with a disabled family member
can nd their lives impacted hugely by additional responsibilities
such as housework, managing nances or issuing medication and
support to their family member. This can leave them isolated,
tired, struggling with school work and having little time to just
enjoy being a child.
With the support of Children In Need, Compass Wellbeing
offer FREE fortnightly youth groups in Taunton and Bridgwater for
children aged 11-16. Each week, youngsters get to take part in
various activities,
play games, chill out
with friends, and
share a meal
together. They also
go on regular
outings, to the
bowling alley and
further aeld.
Supported by
experienced Sessional
Workers, this gives these
young carers a chance to
relax, unwind and focus on
themselves for a few hours.
To nd out more about Fusion
Young Carers groups and how to
book in visit http://bit.ly/CompassYoungCarers or call Laura or
Mandy on 01823 475250. FREE Transport can be provided.
Open to the public, Compass Wellbeing is a fully inclusive
centre at the heart of Taunton's community, offering a range of
activities and events for all ages and abilities. Find out more at
www.compasswellbeing.org.uk.
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Somerset Day was celebrated in style this year with the
amazing EAT Festival taking over Hammet St. The annual
food fest is free to attend, family-friendly, accessible and
held in the town centre. The aim is to celebrate the great
local producers surrounding Taunton by putting on a
cracking one-day festival that is low cost for them to attend
- meaning that money goes straight back into local
businesses; well publicised; good fun; well run and with
lots of variety. eat:Festivals is a not-for-prot social
enterprise that aims to connect communities with the
productive landscape that surrounds them, which is good
for local business, food producers and for families. Tone
News photographer, Craig Stone was on hand to 'snap' the
action throughout the day...

www.tonenews.co.uk
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All photographs courtesy of
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M5 Junction 25 improvement scheme
Provided by Griﬃths Civil Engineering and Construction
Progress so far...
We are committed to working responsibly
and that means working closely with
expert ecologists to minimise our impact
on the environment as much as possible.
During March we took the opportunity
presented by Somerset County Council to
dig trial holes and carry out ground radar
surveys along the Toneway while it was
closed for night-time resurfacing works.
Site compounds have been set up
within the Gateway Park & Ride and site
safety barriers erected. We will be locating
our administrative functions in ofces at
the Tarmac Henlade works.
We have been busy with precommencement works and so far the
majority of this has taken place off line,
with site clearance and ecological
surveying continuing.
What's happening?
The main construction programme is now
underway and over the next few weeks,
ofine works will include the demolition of
the old farm buildings and asbestos
clearance.
We will continue to erect temporary
site buildings and accommodation units for
our operatives within the Cambria Farm
site.
You'll also start to see heavy
machinery arriving near Junction 25 as we
begin earthworks near the Gateway Park
& Ride area and working our way towards

Earthworks underway at the Park and Ride site

the Black Brook in preparation for a new
link road.
The rst online works will start week
commencing Sunday 19 May as we begin
creating extra capacity around the Junction
25 gyratory (adding an extra lane).
This will consist of earthworks,
drainage and ducting for services, along
with surfacing. To minimise disruption these
works will be carried out at night from 9pm
to 6am, Sunday to Friday, with one lane
maintained to running trafc on the
roundabout and on all approaches/exits.
Please plan your journeys carefully if
travelling between these times. All lanes
will be reopened during the daytime.

You can read more about
the scheme's objectives at
www.travelsomerset.co.uk/J25.

Richard Huish College are champions of the Screwﬁx Skills Challenge
Competing against 8 other teams from
local colleges and sixth form centres,
Richard Huish College have been crowned
as both champions and runners up of the
Screwx Skills Challenge.
Run in partnership with Inspirational
Learning and Screwx, the Screwx Skills
Challenge tasked A Level Business
students with developing and pitching a
brand new 'service offering' for one of
Screwx's market segments (either DIY
home customers or trade customers).
Students had to consider in their approach
what their offering might look like in the
future, including promotional activities,
resources and costings. Taking part were
teams from Richard Huish College,
Bridgwater & Taunton College, Yeovil
College, Gryphon Sixth Form and Wadham
College.
Shortlisted teams were invited to a
spectacular nal in Yeovil on Thursday 25th
April to make a 4 minute pitch to a panel of
judges made up of Screwx's most Senior
Regional Managers. The evening was
compared by celebrity host, English Actor,
Cel Spellman and featured an evening
meal and entertainment alongside the
competition.
Team Screwfru from Huish, pitched an
innovative idea involving a drive through
service whereby tradespeople could have
their vans loaded with purchased or hired
tools to increase convenience.
Team Storagex from Huish, pitched a
storage solution idea for tradespeople that
www.tonenews.co.uk

was coupled with a creative range of
promotional activities including an eye
catching social media campaign that the
judges commented was 'unique.'
Both teams impressed the judges with
the level of research they had carried out
and their creative approach to the brief,
generating ideas and thinking 'outside the
box.' The judges also commended their
level of professionalism throughout and
high standard of presentation skills.
In the end, the judges concluded with a
unanimous decision that Storagex was a

clear winner. Each student won a personal
Amazon echo and the winning team,
Storagex, also won £500 in Screwx
vouchers for the College.
Jenny Perks, A Level Business Course
Manager at Huish told Tone News: “The
students did a fantastic job applying their
business knowledge and theory to the
Screwx scenario. They came up with
some really interesting ideas for a new
product and service and it was a great
experience for them to pitch these to
industry experts.”

Winning team Storagex
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OPUS
Wood & Craft
Fair

Burrowbridge 6th & 7th July 2019
Art Wood Craft Wood Working & Painting Demonstrations Food

UNDER IO’s GO FREE DOGS WELCOME

Opus Wood & Craft Fair
brings together wonderful Wood Workers and Artists from all
over the West Country and beyond.
We'll spend two days celebrating their work and the progress
on the Levels throughout the past 5 years.
Come see the collection of exhibitors selling and demonstrating
their crafts and take part in a range of activities!

Pre - order your ticket now for 20% off!
A percentage of all Ticket Sales will be shared between St Margaret’s
Hospice and Somerset Trust for Arts & Recreation.

Adult (18-64) £8.00
Child (11-17) £5.00
Under 10s £0.00
65+, Disabled & Carers £5.00'

www.tonenews.co.uk

New Road, Burrowbridge,
Somerset, TA7 0SG
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Mind the gap Provided by fosteringinsomerset.org.uk
Did you know, there are over 500
children in care in Somerset and
only 200 foster carers? Somerset
does not have enough foster carers
to meet demand. Since a number of
existing foster carers are expected
to retire soon, Somerset children
urgently need foster carers to give
them a better start in life. The
greatest need being for foster
carers for older children and
teenagers, sibling groups and
disabled children. If you are
interested in fostering – you can get
in touch with the friendly team on
080 587 9900, visit the website:
fosteringinsomerset.org.uk or come

to an event and hear real-life
experiences from foster carers.
Fostering changes the lives of
vulnerable children and helps them
enjoy a better future. Jay aged 13
from Bridgwater, for example, came
to his foster carers David and
Louise 8 years ago with eating and
behavioural issues; now he has
been shortlisted for a national
writing award. Julian Wooster,
Director of Children's Services at
Somerset County Council Told Tone
News: “Our foster carers do such a
wonderful job and are an invaluable
part of the team – but we urgently
need more of them to plug the

shortfall between the number of
children in our care and the number
of foster carers we have. Somerset
reects the national picture where
an estimated 8,000 new foster
families are needed in the next 12
months alone to care for a range of
children. As well as the personal
rewards from helping young people
to turn their lives around, we offer a
competitive weekly fee, great
support and training, plus extra
discounts on everyday expenditure
such as shopping and holidays. We
also cover mileage and pay a
retainer fee to foster carers who are
between placements.”

You can nd out more at the following information events:
Tuesday 11th June 2019, 7.00pm
Bridgwater Costa
12 Cornhill
Bridgwater
TA6 3BU

www.tonenews.co.uk

Tuesday 9th July 2019, 7.00pm
Shepton Mallet Costa
8 Townsend Shopping Park
1 Townsend
Shepton Mallet
BA4 5EG
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Tuesday 13th August 2019, 7.00pm
Taunton Costa
25 Fore Street
Taunton
TA1 1JW
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MOTs from £39.95
Servicing from £99.00
Opening hours
Mon to Fri 08.30 - 17.30
Sat 08.30 - 12.30
Castle Street, Taunton, TA1 4AU
01823 328600
www.hickleysautocentre.com

www.tonenews.co.uk
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The Monthly Alternative with Giles Cosgrove
Spotlight On:
It's not often a band emerge onto the music
scene, and quite so immediately gain so much
attention, but The Idle Silence have done just
that. Based in Taunton and formed via the
internet, the group have graced the covers of
local music magazines and are regularly heard
on The Sunday Alternative, with local scene
heavy weights October Drift rating the band's
sound publicly.
It's little wonder then that even with only one
ofcial single, The Idle Silence are on the up.
Made up of James Haldane, Martyn Edwards,
Phil Russell, and Jay Parr, much of the group
has previous musical industry pedigree,
whether it's playing in a pop punk band with
airplay on Radio One or releasing a record on
an obscure Italian cassette only label. These
guys know alternative music back to front and
it really shows.
Their tracks take all the best inuences and
mould them into a unique sound as all great
musicians do, with guitar tones akin to Noel
Gallagher at Knebworth, mastery over
dynamics and a slice-of-life song writing
approach that makes Parklife sound like a
pantomime. The Idle Silence prove it's not
difcult to make decent indie rock in 2019,
whilst so many other bands seem to struggle.
Whether that's on the effortlessly catchy indie
anthem “Chew It Over”, with an incessant beat
and earworm of a chorus, or the slightly

darker, bluesy “The Blame Game”, more akin
to Radiohead than the stadium giants of the
decade they take their greatest inuence
from.
They make married life, everyday domestics,
or simply lack of patience sound as Rock 'N
Roll as the teenage anthems of love, lust and
rebellion that typically dene the genre. That
is where the true genius of The Idle Silence
lies, not since Dire Straits and “Money for
Nothing” have post-teen troubles sounded so
anthemic.
Find Them: Get their single “Chew It Over”
on Bandcamp right now and look for them
playing at a venue near you.
Sounds like: Really interesting 3-minute
bursts of indie rock energy.

Acts to Watch Out
For in this Month:
• Sam Fender
Beginning to gain real traction in
the alternative music scene, this
guy is denitely onto something
and sounds great.

• Finding Aurora
With new music on the way in
August, the Newport trio recently
released a music video for single
“Free”.

• Reader
Recording the music video for
her track “Money” in the most
creative of places, Taunton's
Reader is taking underground
Pop to a new level.

• Sadie Horler
From across the boarder in
Devon, Sadie's latest single is an
environmental protest Bob Dylan
would be proud of.

You can listen to The Sunday Alternative with Giles Cosgrove every Sunday from 4 – 6 pm on Tone FM
featuring great local artists, an Album of the Week, Vinyl Revival, Gig Guide and Music News.

GAMING

with Stuart Coward

A Roleplaying Frame of Mind
To many when they hear the
words 'Dungeons and
Dragons' people think a
bunch of blokes in a
darkened room with cloaks on, or 'Stranger
Things', take your pick. Well there are so many
more benets to these role playing games than you
might think.
First they are extremely fun and
unpredictable. Whether you are running a game or
playing a character there is no telling what might
happen. A few examples from my adventures have
been a drunk wood elf wizard, accidently
summoning a kraken or a pie selling goblin chatting
up a human elephant hybrid and nearly being
attened by it. It creates some truly incredible
moments that you can't get doing other activities,
where the only limit is your own imagination. Next
it's not just 'Dungeons and Dragons' you can get a

www.tonenews.co.uk

game for most genres. Whether it's the 'gothic
horror' of 'Vampire the Masquerade' or the
'science fantasy' of 'Starnder'. Many famous
franchises have their owns games aswell such
as Lord of the Rings, Star Trek, Star Wars,
Conan the Barbarian and so on. Finally the most
important reason it gets you out and about
socializing. It allows you to meet people you
might not have a chance to meet otherwise who
have similar interests.
If you want to try it for yourself then why not
try the Green Goblins in Taunton. It's at the
Riverside Church every Friday from 6:00pm to
10:30pm. It's free for you rst time and £4 after
that. So if you want to go to a world where
anything can happen then this might just do the
trick.
Image: Dungeons and Dragons 5th Edition,
Wizards of the Coast
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Galmington Dragons Raiders U16s
League Cup winners

Taunton Netball
Club trials
Taunton Netball Club are holding trials in
June. The club has eight teams - one
regional team and seven in the Somerset
league. Trials for the top 4 teams will be
held on 22nd June at 10am & 26th June
7:30pm and for the next 4 teams on 3rd
July & 10th July both at 7:30pm all at
Taunton Vale Sports Club. New members
are extremely welcome and for more
information, you can visit:
tauntonnetballclub.co.uk or nd us on
Facebook, Twitter or Instagram.

Back row left to right as you look: Ben Holland's, Jamie Lee, Ben George, James Gailey, Matthew Crawley, Felix
Gilham, Archie Leeming, Harrison Salter, Toby Hazeldine. Front Row left to right: Freddie Wolfenden, Luke Aldwin,
Joseph Parsons, Oliver Murray, Jacob Hockey, Hector Innes, James Kelly, Toby Lever

Galmington Dragons Raiders U16's won the
Taunton & District League Cup Final held at
The Viridor Stadium, home of Taunton Town
FC. Playing Cotford Saints FC Galmington
took the lead in the 12th minute through a
superbly taken goal by Jamie Lee. The match
remained tight with both teams having
chances, Cotford hitting the post and
crossbar on separate occasions. But with
time running out and Cotford pushing for an
equaliser, Galmington broke forward and
Joseph Parsons produced a stunning lob of
the Cotford keeper to put Galmington Raiders
2-0 up with minutes to play.
At the presentation Galmington Raiders
centre back Ben Holland was named Man of
the Match.. This win saw the Galmington

Raiders team, many of whom have been at
the club since U5 level, lift the League Cup
Trophy for the fth time in six years. Martyn
Lever, Manager of Galmington Raiders,
told Tone News: “It's an enormously proud
day for both me and the coach Guy
Wolfenden. Having been with these lads
for many years it is fantastic for them to
play so well on this stage! It was a huge
team effort to keep a clean sheet and
score at such crucial times in the match
and to play a nal in such a positive and
professional manner. They have all been a
huge credit to Galmington Dragons FC!”
For more information or to join
Galmington Dragons FC please visit:
galmingtondragonsfc.co.uk

Skittles coffee shop second Heart of the village
anniversary celebrations
Volunteers at 'Skittles' coffee shop, Norton Fitzwarren Village Hall,
were delighted to welcome the Mayor, Cllr. Catherine Herbert, and
her Consort, to their second anniversary celebrations last month.
Don Wyatt, hall committee chair, invited everyone to raise a glass
and salute the many volunteers involved in running 'Skittles'. The
coffee shop opened on Easter Monday two years ago. Stocked and
staffed entirely by volunteers, the shop was, initially, open on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays, 10.00am - 2.00pm.
Demand for the homemade cakes
and savouries is such that,
recently, Fridays have been added
to the opening hours! Also in
attendance were the Taunton
Deane Morris Men and Sweet
Coppin who all enjoyed a sh &
chip lunch after their performance.
The village hall management
committee would like to thank
everyone for their help in
organising, and enjoying, the
Easter Monday celebrations.

www.tonenews.co.uk

The Royal Oak on VJ Day 1945. Photo courtesy of Pete Nicholas, via Dave Evans

Since July 2018, the Heart of the Village has been the name of the
enterprise to buy the Royal Oak on behalf of Stoke St Gregory's
community, to ensure the survival of the shop and at least one pub
in the village. The plan is to set up both shop and pub as
community businesses within the same building, the shop to be
staffed by volunteers with a paid manager, the pub either to be run
by a tenant or also by a paid manager. It is proposed to include a
café, to maintain the skittle alleys, and to add other facilities over
time. To learn more, please follow the links on the right (or below
on smaller screens). For more information, visit: stokestgregory.org
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Taunton Racecourse
through the summer
The National Hunt racing may be over for another season but
Taunton Racecourse is still very much open for business right
throughout the summer. The facilities at Orchard Portman are
proving to be very popular venue to host a conference, in fact they
offer the best value in town, being located just 10 minutes from the
M5, offering plenty of free parking, top quality food and
refreshments, glorious rural views and a variety of room sizes to
suit all demands.
Taunton Racecourse will be hosting an outdoor concert on
Saturday August 17th when Razorlight will be topping the bill
along with the Happy Mondays and Sophie Ellis-Bexter.
This promises to be another great night with a variety of tickets
and packages available so don't miss out, book today to avoid any
disappointment. The Racecourse will also be hosting a new event
this season- the Somerset
County Show that will be
taking place on September
21st and 22nd. This event will
include a full programme of
equestrian events, clay
shooting and gun dog
competitions, children's
funfair, classic and vintage
vehicles, food and drink
festival, in fact it promises to
be a great day out for all of
the family.
To nd out more about
any of the above please call
01823 337172. You will
always be assured of a warm
welcome at Taunton
Racecourse

the

banner
van

www.green4go.co.uk
0345 319 0666
The No Nonsense,
Honest Driving School.
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ADVERTISING
www.thebannervan.co.uk
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Down at the Club
The wait is over!
The eyes of the world will soon be on Taunton
as the highly anticipated 2019 ICC Cricket
World Cup is now upon us. Three matches at
this global tournament are being staged at
The County Ground, Taunton with the xture
between Afghanistan and New Zealand being
played under the magnicent new oodlights.
The highly anticipated clash between the
current champions Australia and the winners
of the Champions Trophy, Pakistan will follow.
Taunton will also stage the tie between
Bangladesh and the West Indies. This is the
rst time that an ICC Cricket World Cup has
been held in the UK since 1999. The ECB
hosted the rst three ICC Cricket World Cup
tournaments in 1975, 1979 and 1983.
Somerset CEO Andrew Cornish is
delighted that Somerset is playing a part in
this huge celebration of the sport and told
Tone News: “Somerset County Cricket Club
are honoured to be a host venue for the ICC
Cricket World Cup,” he said when the xtures
were announced. “To open our xtures with a
day/night game will be outstanding. An
international match under lights featuring the
team who nished as runners up in the last
tournament is the perfect way for us to
showcase what Taunton has to offer. To be
able to follow that xture with a clash
between the current World Champions and
the Champions Trophy holders is a genuine
feather in the cap for us. Given our links to
the West Indies over the years, I am sure that

their visit will also prove to be
hugely popular with cricket fans in
the region and, of course, further
aeld. We saw in 2017 with our
IT20 that the appetite for
International cricket here in the
South West is enormous. That
match proved to be of huge benet
to the local economy as a whole
and it is excellent news for the
whole region that these matches
will be held in Taunton.

The Peacocks already planning ahead to next season
Anyone who follows Taunton Town FC will
know that the Peacocks nished only 1
point off their second successive league
title behind Weymouth in the Southern
League Premier Division. However, the
excitement is already building for next
season with some impressive team
signings. The club is delighted to announce
the return of Jamie Short to the Viridor
Stadium for his second spell, having made
his debut as a 16 year old back in August
2009. Jamie told Tone News: “I'm delighted
to come back to the club where I started at
16 years old. I can't wait to work with Rob
Dray and Matt Villis and hopefully we can
push Taunton on to get promoted into the
Southern League Premier division. It will
be a tough league this year but hopefully
we can succeed and give the supporters
what they want.” Head of Football Rob Dray
added: ”Jamie will be a great addition to our
squad. He will add a slightly different
dimension as an attacking midelder and
will complement the other lads and of
course he is local too.” The Club is also
delighted to conrm that players Matt
Wright and Lewis Hall have both extended
their deals at the Viridor Stadium until the
end of the 2019/20 season. With the
summer break now upon them and with
renewed condence for the 2019/20
www.tonenews.co.uk

season, Taunton Town Football Club is
keen to engage with any interested local
businesses in the Taunton area. If you or
your business would like to get involved
26

with, or sponsor the Club in some way,
please contact Club Chairman, Kevin
Sturmey onchairman@tauntontown.com
and explore the opportunities available!
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