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New Summer Exhibition

at the Museum of Somerset

'Wild Hares and Hummingbirds: The Natural History of an English Village' a new exhibition at the Museum of Somerset. Find out more on page 6.
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Welcome to

Wilkie's win again!
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Welcome to Tone News and I thought it
would be a good idea to have a
'welcome to the summer holidays'
celebratory half a lager with Nicki, the
new landlady at the Queens Arms in
Pitminster (amazing homemade steak
and kidney pies by the way!). If you are
reading this during a quiet 5 minutes,
sat in a waiting room somewhere or
even working out what to do with the
kids during the break, we have some
great ideas for you in this issue so, I
hope you enjoy it and thank you for
your continued support.

Darren Daley
Editor

Do you have a story you would like to
share? We would love to hear from you if
have an announcement or perhaps there
is a little bit of news from the area that
you live that will be of interest to the
community.
Perhaps you would like to do a little bit of
advertising? We offer fantastic rates, with
little wastage and offer you FREE radio
advertising with selected offers!
Tone News is delivered on rotation in the
TA1, TA2 & TA3 post code areas. You can
download a copy from tonenews.co.uk
and there is also a number of collection
points around the town, so make sure you
listen to Tone FM to ﬁnd where to pick up
your copy.
Email:
info@tonenews.co.uk
Phone:
01823 286688
Address: The Market House,
Taunton, Somerset,
TA1 1JD

Wilkie May and Tuckwood have just won
the British Property Award for the second
year running! The ofce has now been
shortlisted for a number of national awards
which will be announced later in the year.
The British Property Awards provide
agents throughout the UK with an
invaluable opportunity to compare the
service that they provide against the
service provided by their local, regional
and national competition. Agents who go
the extra mile and provide outstanding
levels of customer service are awarded
with this accolade which acts as a beacon
to highlight these attributes to their local
marketplace. The British Property Awards
are one of the most inclusive estate
agency award providers as they do not
charge to enter. This has enabled their
award to be structured in a manner that
ensures maximum participation on
average, judging over 90% of agents that

meet their minimum criteria on a local level.
The BPA team personally mystery shop
every estate agent against a list of 25 criteria
to obtain a balanced overview of their
customer service levels. The judging criteria
is both comprehensive and detailed exploring
different mediums, scenarios and time
periods to ensure that agents have been
rigorously and fairly judged.
Jack Battersby, Residential Sales
Manager at Wilkie May & Tuckwood told Tone
News: “We are over the moon to have been
awarded with the title of best in Taunton for
the second year running. It's a testament to
the hard work and dedication put in by all our
staff. We are now focused and looking ahead
to 2020 to try and achieve a hat-trick of gold
awards!”
If you're looking to buy or sell a property
in Taunton, you can contact Wilkie May &
Tuckwood on 01823 332121 or via email on
taunton@wilkie.co.uk.

The advertising deadline
for the next issue of
tonenews.co.uk

is Monday 5th August 2019
Visit www.tonenews.co.uk for rates and sizes. Payment required on booking.
Designed & Printed in Taunton by

zeralynx
print
The views expressed in this paper are not necessarily the same as the publishers. We’d like to thank all contributors for their input. Tone News
accepts no responsibility for errors or omissions or views expressed in this newspaper. Tone News is a free newspaper and must not be sold
separately. © Tone News 2019.
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NEWS
Former Mayor opens her cheque book
The last Mayor of Taunton Deane, Cllr
Catherine Herbert, has presented cheques
to her chosen charities after a year of
successful fundraising. The Mayor's
Charities for the 2018/19 year were St
Margaret's Hospice, SURE, and the
Taunton Sea Cadets and Royal Marines
Cadets. The Mayor worked tirelessly
throughout the year for her chosen charities
raising their prole as well as raising funds.
Cllr Herbert told Tone News:
“It was a real pleasure to promote these
three good causes which benet a wide
cross section of the community. It was
fascinating to learn more about the work of
each charity and how they help and support
people in Taunton and further aeld. I am
delighted that so much money has been
raised for them and would like to thank
everyone who made a donation.”
The cheque presentation was made at
Mr Miles Tearoom in Taunton High Street,
where the owner Colin Barrell, made a
presentation of his own – a cheque for £350
raised through hosting the Mayor's charity
tea parties throughout her year in ofce.

Cllr Catherine Herbert & Collin Barrell from Mr Miles Tearooms presents the cheque to each charities' representatives.

Conquest Centre open day

A fantastic time was had by all at the
Conquest Centre Open Day on Saturday
22nd June. The day was a huge success
and consisted of fun for children and their
families with such attractions as a fun dog
show, bouncy castles, games, stalls and
much more. Staff and volunteers, friends
and family generously provided their time
and worked tremendously hard prior to the
event. Within 3 hours a footfall of 600
visitors was reached and a fantastic £2300
raised. Rhoda Groody, Conquest Centre

Community Fundraiser told Tone News:
“Our aim for the day was not only to
raise vital funds for Conquest but to unveil
our services to the wider community.
Fundamentally we provide horse related
activities for people with disabilities and
additional needs. However, we deliver these
activities in an inclusive environment which
welcomes our whole community, embraces
the family and engages with nature.”
For more details about the Conquest
Centre, visit www.conquestcentre.org.uk.

Newt recruits
wanted at the
Brewhouse!
The Newt Theatre Company is a
recently established amateur dramatics
group who meet in The Studio at The
Brewhouse, Taunton on Thursday
evenings. The aim of the group is to
provide a contemporary theatrical
experience through a wide variety of
workshops and performances. We are
now planning for our Autumn season,
which begins in mid-September, and
would welcome new members.
Membership is open to adults of all
abilities and experience. Indeed, no
experience is actually necessary. The
workshops and rehearsals will, again,
be in The Studio at The Brewhouse,
which is a fantastic venue to work in, on
Thursday evenings from 7.00 p.m. to
8.30 p.m.
For further details please contact
them on the following number: 01823
286265 OR email:
thenewt2019@gmail.com
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Tel: 01823 331150
www.tonenews.co.uk

www.officepercscatering.co.uk
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New summer exhibition at the Museum of Somerset
Visitors to the Museum of Somerset can discover
more about the county's animals, plants and birds in
a playful, new exhibition opening this summer. Based
on the book, 'Wild Hares and Hummingbirds: The
Natural History of an English Village', by the
naturalist Stephen Moss, the exhibition runs until the
26th October.
Stephen is one of Britain's leading natural
history writers, broadcasters and wildlife television
producers. His book tells the story of wildlife through
the seasons in his home village of Mark, on the edge
of the Somerset Levels. The exhibition brings
together his celebrated nature writing with beautiful,
original illustration by the graphic artist Stephanie
Cole. Stephanie is probably best known in the West
Country for her striking illustrations that decorate the
interiors at Gloucester Services.
Sam Astill, Head of Museums for the South
West Heritage Trust, told Tone News: “We're
delighted to be bringing together the creative talents
of Stephen and Stephanie for this original exhibition.
It's packed full of fun, interactive, hands-on activities
for families to enjoy during the school holiday.”
Stephen Moss added: “The book is a
celebration of the British countryside and why it
matters to all of us, wherever we live. It's exciting to
see it given a new lease of life and I hope the
exhibition will help inspire young visitors to connect
with the natural world.”
Oh – and in case you were wondering about
hummingbirds in Somerset, they're a species of
Original illustrations by Stephanie Cole are combined with nature writing to create an
hawk-moth!
interactive exhibition exploring the natural world at the Museum of Somerset, this summer.

Grant funding for Halcon community garden

Somerset Wildlife Trust is delighted to have
received £8,655 of funding from the
National Lottery Awards for All for a local
community gardening project, based within
Halcon Ward, one of the most
disadvantaged areas of Taunton which has
few green spaces. The Lisieux Way
Community Garden project has brought
volunteers together to create a green
space for everyone in the community to
benet from, on what was previously a
piece of wasteland in the built-up
residential area. In the garden, people from
all different backgrounds including some
more vulnerable groups such as adults with
learning disabilities have the opportunity to
play their part to create something really
special for the community. The garden
opened its gates in the summer of 2018,
www.tonenews.co.uk

but there are still plenty of ongoing
improvements to be made.
Funding from the National Lottery will
allow the project to transform the
community garden further by purchasing
resources such as tables, seating, more
plants, signage and a secure tool storage
area. It will also allow Somerset Wildlife
Trusts Community Engagement Ofcer to
continue to support volunteer groups at the
garden by running work parties and
facilitating workshops and training
opportunities at the garden to add to the
volunteers' existing skills. This will allow
volunteers to take more ownership of the
garden in the future and ensure its
sustainability long-term. Olivia Dullaghan,
Somerset Wildlife Trust Community
Engagement Ofcer, told Tone News:
6

“Lisieux Way Community Garden is a really
special project which brings together the
community in a social activity outdoors.
Volunteers get to enjoy the wellbeing
benets of nature, work together, combat
loneliness, feel productive, and have a
sense of achievement and ownership over
the space. We were thrilled to learn that we
have been awarded £8,655 in funding from
the National Lottery Awards for All which
will allow the Lisieux Way Community
Garden Project to begin the next phase of
transforming the space into a fantastic
place for everyone to enjoy!”
If you would like to get involved in the
sessions at the community garden contact
Olivia at
olivia.dullaghan@somersetwildlife.org
Images: Olivia Dullaghan
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World championships for
Taunton business lady

U13 National Champions
The Castle School national winning Under 13's team were invited
down to Somerset County Cricket Club at the end of June to watch
the World Cup Match between the West Indies and Bangladesh.
The students loved the carnival atmosphere and enjoyed some
fabulous cricket from both teams! They were also presented the
winners trophy before the game by rst team coach, Jason Kerr.
The occasion completes an amazing journey for the girls in
which they have embraced every minute. Special thanks goes to
SCCC, David Mahoney from the ECB for sorting out the tickets and
to Michelle Brooks from Somerset Cricket Board for being fabulous
hosts on the day. Both the staff and students had an amazing day
which they will never forget.

It's never too late as Louise
Walker owner of Prioryeld House
Business Centre has discovered!
Fencing at Taunton Deane
Blades when her sons left for
university she helps to run the
junior club and stays on each
Wednesday evening to fence with
the Senior club members herself.
But in November last year one of
her colleagues persuaded her to
start competing in Veteran
competitions (40 +) and with only
a few months of competing Louise
has qualied for the Veterans
World Championships in Cairo in
October. Lousie told Tone News:
“Hitting a big zero a few years
back I had a Bucket List of things I
would like to achieve but didn't
see this coming! - It just seems so
crazy - I have just ordered my GB
tracksuit and get to represent my
country. I still can't quite believe it!”
Louise has upped her training
with coach Nat Lewis, is getting
additional coaching in Truro with
Nickolai Denev - who coached the
Bulgarian National Squad and
increasing her setting strength and
conditioning at a local gym. All of
this will stand her in good stead for
the Taunton Flower Show where
she is a volunteer Director in
charge of Traders - and spends all
week running around the 8 acre
Vivary Park site helping prepare
for this annual event.

100 marathons for Nicky

August Holiday
Sport Camps 2019
for 4-12 year olds

Founder of activewear brand FLANCI and ultra-runner,
Nicky Chrascina has always given 100 per cent to all
things running, and now she's gone and completed her
100th marathon.
Nicky, who lives in Curry Mallet, raced at the White
Star Running event - Giants Head Marathon and Sydling
Hill Race on June 22, and secured her place in the 100
marathon hall of fame. She wore number 100 for her
attempt, which was measured at a distance of 27.3
miles, and she had to climb 4,000ft over the challenging
course. Wanting to beat the 7-hour cut-off, Nicky
breezed it in a cool 6 hours. There was plenty of support
on the day, and she received her 100 Marathon Club
vest, an engraved gin glass and a special “spinning
willy” medal!
After completing her 100th, Nicky told Tone News:
“I've had an awesome day, I feel like an Oscar winner!”
On being presented her 100th marathon vest, she
added: “It's only taken me 25 years!”.
Of course with any marathon effort, there's always
support being the scenes and for Nicky, Alf is the person
who supports her throughout all her amazing
challenges. Nicky's never been one to shy away from a
tough challenge and her marathons include ultras such
as The Comrades Challenge in South Africa, The Pilgrim
Challenge on the North Downs Way, and she still has
the massive challenge of King Offa Dyke later this year.
You can nd out more about Nicky's running brand
FLANCI, at www.anciactivewear.co.uk
www.tonenews.co.uk

Premier Camps are the ultimate
healthy childcare choice during the
school holidays. At our active
healthy camps your children can
choose from exciting activities
including football, dodge ball, tag
rugby and NERF Games!
You will need...
A packed lunch, a change of
footwear, suitable clothing for the
weather, lots of non-zzy drink, shin
pads, for contact sports... and loads
of energy!
To book:
camps.premier-education.com
Call Andrew on: 07776 108 281
or email: aoverhill@premiereducation.com
Don't Worry! All our activity
professionals are fully qualied,
fully insured and DBS checked
with Emergency First Aid and
Child Protection Certication.
See page 14 for more details...
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The importance of
website maintenance

New gift shop on a
winning streak!

If you look after your own website you'll know the amount of time
and work involved in performing the regular activities needed to
maintain it. With internet technologies and SEO techniques
changing all the time, it can be a full-time job to keep on top of
things. Here are a few tips that might help:

Taunton based gift shop 'Rocket
and Bird' have been open for less
than 3 months but have already
been recognised for a number of
business awards. Owners Susie
Thomas and Jeanette Crawford
opened their shop selling the
work of Somerset makers, artists
and designers on March 1st 2019
and have been overwhelmed by
the response from the public and
local businesses. In the past
month they have reached the
nals of the 'Taunton Deane
Business Awards', been picked
as a winner for Theo Paphitis's
Twitter competition 'Small
Business Sunday' and more
recently, awarded the title of 'Best
Gift Shop in Somerset and Bath'
in the Muddy Stilettos Awards.

1. Keep regular backups of your website - store these
separately to the website. You never know when you
might need them.
2. Keep your website and server software up-to-date making sure you backup before making updates
3. Monitor/x issues reported by Search Engines Google gives useful feedback
4. Analyse your chosen keywords - Check your content
and competitors to make improvements
5. Keep adding to and improving your website
At Somerset Web Services we offer a wide range of services to
help to run, monitor and maintain websites for businesses. If you'd
like help or advice with your website please do contact us, quoting
Tone News and we can see how we can help grow your website as
your business grows.

Commenting on their recent
success co-owner Susie
Thomas told Tone News: “We
are incredibly proud of what we
have achieved in such a short
time and we are so grateful for
all the support we have had from
our customers. Rocket and Bird
is a unique gift shop that is
celebrating the local talented
makers in our county and offers
something new and fresh to
Taunton.
Independent shops are the
future of the high street and we
are proud to be among a thriving
community of small
independents in Taunton.” You
can nd the 'Rocket and Bird' in
the Courtyard, St James Street
or nd them on Facebook.

01823 353760
www.somersetwebservices.co.uk

40 years of help for MLGS charity

New wheels for Wivvy Link

The Musgrove Leukaemic
Group Somerset has just
completed 40 years providing
facilities to make the patient
experience as pleasant as
possible for those suffering from
leukaemia and other blood
disorders in Somerset.
The Group and its
supporters have raised over
£3.3M since formation and as it
is run by volunteers over 95%
has or is available to the
aematology and Children's Unit
at Musgrove Park Hospital. Mrs
Maureen Hudson
MBE was one of
the founder
members and is
still a very active
Trustee, she is
seen here
celebrating the 40
year achievement.
The remainder
of this year is
looking positive as
well; a grant of
£27,000 has been
approved to
provide a further 6
chairs, stands and
chemotherapy

Wivey Link, the community
transport for Wiveliscombe and
the 10 Parishes has just
launched a new vehicle. A fully
converted and adapted vehicle
capable of taking 7 passengers
and able to accommodate
wheelchairs, arrived in the
centre of Wivey to brighten up
the Square!
Deputy Lord Lieutenant
David Wood JP kindly agreed to
“launch” the new car and did it
with much aplomb! The new
bright red car is now to be seen
all over Wiveliscombe, the 10
Parishes and beyond. If you
don't have access to any
transport call 01984 624666 to
nd out how they can help.
Meanwhile, Wivey Link's

www.tonenews.co.uk

pumps for the day unit in the
Beacon Centre along with a
further grant of £10,000 to help
with the refurbishment of the
ensuite shower rooms in Ward
9 for the benet of the
inpatients.
The continued sponsorship
of the running expenses of the
Mobile Chemotherapy Unit
which later this year will start to
call weekly at Wellington in
addition to its present rota of
Minehead, Bridgwater, Chard
and West Mendip.

10

two longest serving volunteer
drivers, Jenny and Tony Hoyle,
enjoyed a stunning summer
afternoon with the Queen and
other royalty at a recent
Buckingham Palace Garden
party. Having been awarded
the Queens Award for Voluntary
Service, the Wiveliscombe Area
Partnership were invited to send
two volunteers to represent the
charity.
The Hoyles were the
obvious choice having driven
since the beginning of Wivey
Link way back in 2002. Jenny
told Tone News "We had a
stunning day and were pleased
to be there on behalf of all the
Wivey Link volunteers."

info@tonenews.co.uk
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Sponsored walk in
aid of Special Care
Baby Unit
4th August be
tween 12pm - 6pm
Details on Tone FM ca
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www.tonefm.co.uk.

Folksy Theatre present

Mr Magnolia

4th August from 5.30pm
at Hestercombe
Family tickets are £38 for
two adult and two child tickets.
Details: www.hestercombe.com.

Free Concerts at
Vivary Park
Bandstand

Music ranging from brass band
classics to jazz and samba.
11th / 25th August from 3pm
FREE!

Open Gardens in
Brendon Rd,
Roadwater
Viewings on 11th

August
11am - 5pm.
Just £4 for both gardens
Visit www.somerset-hospice.or
g.uk.

Taunton
Flower Show

ust,

Vivary Park on 2rd and 3rd Aug
Tickets are £12 and £14
Available from the
Taunton Visitor Centre.
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01823 332211
TO ADVERTISE ON THIS PAGE Call 01823 286688 OR Email: sales@tonenews.co.uk
The information above may be subject to change without prior notice. Event information correct at time of going to print.
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Winners of the Taunton Dea
Ten Taunton Deane based businesses received their category
award at the Taunton Deane Business Awards 2019 on Thursday
27th June. The ceremony, held at Somerset County Cricket Club,
saw the room full with some of the best businesses in the Deane.
Pam Knight, sponsor and director of the organisers, White
Knight Marketing, told Tone News: “The atmosphere in the room
was full of hope and anticipation, you could see for yourself how
many great businesses we have in this area; and they were just
the ones that had made it to the shortlisted nalists. I would say
the standard gets higher year on year and it is certainly reected
in how hard the judging gets!”
Awards this year included the new Taunton Deane Business
of the Year Award, which had dozens of companies vying for the
accolade. In previous years Rebecca Pow, Taunton Deane's MP
has kindly opened the event but due to her sad recent
bereavement she was unable to attend. New Leader of the
Council, Federica Smith-Roberts stepped in and opened the
awards ceremony with an engaging speech of the new
administration's aspirations for economic development.

The winners of the awards for 2019 were:
1.

Best Employer, sponsored by Claims Consortium.
Winner: Buff Urban Day Spa
2. Start Up of the Year, sponsored by CarlyPress.
Winner: Taunton Doctors
3. Best Growth, sponsored by Broomhead Commercial.
Winner: Introtweet
4. Digital Innovator, sponsored by A C Mole.
Winner: Bridgwater & Taunton College
5. Best Marketing Campaign, sponsored by White Knight
Marketing. Winner: Genius PR & Events
6. Family Business of the Year, sponsored by Perry and
Prouse. Winner: Sparks & Daughters
7. The Creative Industries Awards, sponsored by Arts
Taunton. Winners: Centre for Young Musicians Taunton
8. Customer Excellence, sponsored by Church House
Dental Practice. Winner: Little Monsters Market
9. Community Engagement Award, sponsored by Richard
Huish College. Winner: Acorn Solicitors
10. Taunton Deane Business of the Year, sponsored by
Summereld Developments.
Winner: Bridgwater & Taunton College

www.tonenews.co.uk
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Simon Cutler DipFA, MLIBF
Independent Financial Adviser
•
•
•
•
•
•

Investments
Pensions
Mortgages
Life Assurance
Inheritance Tax Planning
Retirement Planning

Call Simon on 01823 321616 for advice and a
free of charge, without obligation, initial meeting.
simon@blackdownnancial.co.uk
www.BlackdownFinancial.co.uk
Winchester House, Corporation Street, Taunton, TA1 4AJ
As a mortgage is secured against your home, it could be repossessed if you do not keep up the mortgage repayments.
Blackdown Financial is a Trading name of W&T Ltd. Registered in England No. 3717558

MOTs from £39.95
Servicing from £99.00
Opening hours
Mon to Fri 08.30 - 17.30
Sat 08.30 - 12.30
Castle Street, Taunton, TA1 4AU
01823 328600
www.hickleysautocentre.com

www.tonenews.co.uk
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& BRUFORD
VALLANCE

Celebrating

40
Years

of Business

I N S U R A N C E S E RV I C E S L I M I T E D

Your local Independent family run
Insurance Broker is celebrating

of providing quality insurance cover,
with a friendly, professional service
We can offer very competitive quotations for
• MOTOR •
• HOUSEHOLD •
• VAN •
• LET & UNOCCUPIED •
• TRAVEL •
• BREAKDOWN •
• OLD, HISTORIC & LISTED PROPERTIES •
Please call in and see us at:
45 St James Street, Taunton, TA1 1JR
Call us on 01823 277188, or visit our website www.bruford.co.uk

www.tonenews.co.uk
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the

banner
van

www.green4go.co.uk
0345 319 0666
The No Nonsense,
Honest Driving School.

Unit 12 Monument View, Chelston Business Park, Wellington TA21 9ND

STATIC OR MOBILE
ADVERTISING
www.thebannervan.co.uk

S

EER
VOLUNT

WANTED
Please call

01823 333818
to enquire or visit
www.somersetsight.org.uk
www.tonenews.co.uk
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Lookinsgpfeocrial?
someone

One to one introductions
and socials covering all ages
Personal, caring, confidential service
Call Samantha on 07951991748
www.justintroductionsgroup.co.uk

Manufacturers and Suppliers of Quality,
Value for Money Garden Buildings
Standard and Custom Made Sheds · Summerhouses · Insulated Garden Rooms
Workshops · Garden Furniture · Swings · Climbing Frames · Trampolines
• Open Bank Holidays
• Large Show Site with over
40 Buildings on Display
• We Manufacture and Retail
Standard and Custom Sized
Buildings
• All wood construc on, no
chipboard or OSB used in
the construc on
• Family Owned Business
• Trading for over 15 Years
• Knowledgeable, Friendly
and Professional Sales Staﬀ
• No Hard Sell just Good
Honest Advice at all mes

Visit our New Display Site at Courtlands Industrial Estate
Stroll around our extensive range of Display Buildings sit in our
Summerhouses and judge for yourself the quality of our products.

Courtlands, Minehead Road, Norton Fitzwarren, Taunton TA2 6NS
01823 334495 | email: sales@tauntonsheds.co.uk | www.tauntonsheds.co.uk
www.tonenews.co.uk
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The Monthly Alternative with Giles Cosgrove
There is no live experience like the wall of
pure auditory energy that hits you when
watching October Drift. Born and raised in
Taunton the band, Kiran Roy, Chris Holmes,
Alex Bispham, and Daniel Young, played in
various bands through their formative years,
going to school together at Castle before
forming properly in 2015. They have gone
from strength to strength ever since, lauded
with praise from the likes of Q Magazine
and The Independent, emphasised by sets
on The John Peel Stage at Glastonbury
2017 and the BBC Introducing Stage at
Reading & Leads Festival 2018 as well as
supporting slots with Red Rum Club and
Editors, garnering a huge and devoted
fanbase.
Listening to an October Drift EP is
unique, with swirling distortion swamped
guitars forming a sea through which the
vessel of the vocals and drums thunder
through. Moody indie lyrics accompany a
passive aggression that in the wrong hands
would turn people off but instead is the
sound of October Drift. It's difcult to
describe October Drift, their sound a melting
pot of genres and bands, creating
something so new and exciting that when
they nally break in a big way you know
they'll need a shelf for the coming wave of
awards.

Excitingly the band are now signed to
Physical Education Recordings, the label
run by members of Editors, with a
reworked version of the powerhouse
“Losing My Touch” set to be October Drift's
rst release on the label on July 26th. Lead
singer Kiran Roy secretly revealed to The
Monthly Alternative the future plans for the
band, the key word here being secret, so
until then get October Drift playing on your
speakers very loudly. They prove originality
and rock music are both thriving with a
soundscape that is a visceral experience
both recorded and live.
Find Them: New single “Losing my Touch”
released on Physical Education Records
on 26th July.
Sounds like: Nothing you've ever heard
before. A perfect mix of shoegaze, indie
and grunge.
Image by Ania Shrimpton Photography

Spotlight On:

Acts to Watch Out
For in this Month:
• The 1975
Google 'The 1975' and see what
happens… What does that date
mean? Your guess is as good as
ours.
• Finding Aurora
New single “Overdrive” is out in
August with a premiere at
Newport's Le Pub.
• Sam Fender
With his debut album out at the
beginning of August look out for
more singles in the build up
• Palooka 5
They're hitting the surf at
Boardmasters soon, so their surf
rock sound is perfect for setting a
beach mood.

You can listen to The Sunday Alternative with Giles Cosgrove every Sunday from 4 – 6 pm on Tone FM
featuring great local artists, an Album of the Week, Vinyl Revival, Gig Guide and Music News.

GAMING

with Stuart Coward

Wake Up Samurai We Have a City to Burn
E3 the gaming industry's big
showpiece of a conference is
done yet again. I was not going
to talk about 'Cyberpunk 2077'
like I did last year, but then Keanu Reeves appeared
on stage and I lost my mind. So instead of talking
about the video game yet again I am going to be
talking about the table top RPG that stated it all.
'Cyberpunk 2077' is based on a table top RPG
called 'Cyberpunk 2020' created by Mike Pondsmith
and published in 1990 ,which itself is a update version
of 'Cyberpunk 2013' Published in 1988. The basics
are in this dark future (think 'Blade Runner') mega
corporations like 'Militech' and 'Arasaka' have massive
power and will kill anyone in their way, so much so
that by the time of 2077 there have been 4 corporate
wars between varies companies. In this future
cybernetic implant and bioware have become an
obsession, which includes everything from cybernetic
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limbs with inbuilt blades to robot eyes or even
attaching lab grown animal parts to you like
tails or claws. The main setting is 'Night City'
created by 'Richard Night' it sits on the west
coast of America in Between Los Angeles and
San Francisco. The other main part of the
game is computer hacking known as
'Netrunning' where they don't just hack but plug
themselves into 'The Net'( the game version of
the internet) think of the 'Matrix' or 'Tron'.
If you want to try the game for yourself a
new edition called 'Cyberpunk Red' is coming
out soon. A starter kit or JumpStart kit as they
call it to intro new players to the game that
comes with premade characters, dice, maps,
rules, lore booklet and an adventure will be
coming out later this year. Plus the video game
will come with a digital version of the 2020
sourcebook.
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Down at the Club by Spencer Bishop
Get ready for
Blast off!
We are now at the height of summer and that means
that it's time for the 2019 Vitality Blast.
The Royal London One Day Cup WINNERS begin
their quest for T20 glory with away xtures at
Glamorgan and Kent and we then welcome Hampshire
to the Cooper Associates County Ground for our rst
home match on Friday July 26th.
Everyone loves a local derby, and Somerset
welcome Gloucestershire to Taunton to battle it out for
the local bragging rights on Friday August 16th.
The installation of permanent ood lights will take
cricket at the Cooper Associates County Ground to
another level. Sold-out matches under lights will
generate an incredible atmosphere and six of the seven
home matches will be oodlit in 2019. Make sure that
you don't miss out on what will be nights to remember!
SCCC Strategy Director, Sarah Trunks has told
Tone News: “The new oodlights at the Cooper
Associates County Ground are going to take the Vitality
Blast to the next level especially with a capacity crowd.
The atmosphere here is electric for T20 cricket and
hopefully that will inspire the team on to further success
this year.”
Vitality Blast ticket prices start from just £30 for
adults, £10 for students and £5 for juniors.

New stadium sponsor for Taunton Town
Taunton Town Football Club is
delighted to announce a two-year
agreement with Cygnet Health
Care as its new sponsor for the
Wordsworth Drive Stadium.
Following the partnership, the
ground will now be known as 'The
Cygnet Health Care Stadium'.
Cygnet Health Care, who own
Cygnet Hospital Taunton in
Orchard Portman, provides a wide
range of services for individuals
with mental health needs and
learning disabilities across the UK.
Mayor of Taunton, Cllr Francesca
Smith cut the red ribbon at an
event at the ground on Friday (5th
July) to mark the start of the
partnership, with guests including
representatives of Cygnet Health
Care, Cllr Hazel Prior-Sankey,
Chair of Somerset West and
Taunton (SWT) Council and
James Hassett, Chief Executive of
SWT Council, amongst other local
business owners.
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Speaking on the deal, Chairman
and CEO of TTFC, Kevin
Sturmey told Tone News; 'I am
delighted to be working with
Cygnet Health Care in what is
going to be a very exciting
partnership. As a club, we feel
that Cygnet is a perfect sponsor
for TTFC, with their
understanding of the positive
effect that sport has on mental
health and wellbeing.
This is not just about the
stadium naming rights - this is
about developing relationships in
the wider community and using
football to help break down
barriers. We are very proud to
have built a family friendly club in
the centre of Taunton, where
everyone feels comfortable
supporting their local football
team and we will continue to
make improvements to the
ground to further enhance the
match day experience.'

L-R: Rowan Marriott, Head of Resourcing at Cygnet Healthcare, Kevin Sturmey,
Chairman at TTFC, Cllr Francesca Smith, Mayor of Taunton, Cllr Hazel Prior-Sankey,
Chair of SWT Council, James Hassett, CEO of SWT Council.
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