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DOTS make visit to Taunton

Dogs on the Streets (DOTS) is working with SWT to support rough sleepers and the homeless community with dogs. Find out more on page 4.
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Welcome to
tonenews.co.uk

Hopefully you're having an AMAZING
summer holiday with the kids? Before
you know it, you'll be making their
packed lunches and ironing the school
uniform again! But, you still have time
to enjoy what's great about living in
Taunton Deane by having a read of this
next issue of Tone News. By the way, in
the pic is me and my mate Kev from
Diamond Logistics doing a Silent Disco
in Plymouth!

Fran wins big at food awards
Local food producer Francine Lee has just
won the biggest accolade at this year's Guild
of Fine Food's Great Taste Awards. For
those of you who don't know what they are,
they are like the Oscars of the food industry.
Producers throughout the UK & overseas
enter their products into the award where the
nobility of the food industry taste & judge the
quality of them. 2019 saw a record number of
entries into the awards, some 12,772; only
208 products received the highest accolade
of 3 stars. One of which was a local
company “Bumblee's Preserves”. This
means that Bumblee's “Wild Blueberry, Pink
Peppercorn & Thyme Vinegar/Shrub” is
amongst the elite within the food industry.
Fran has told Tone News: “I've entered
before & was lucky enough to be awarded a
couple of 1 & 2 stars, but never dreamed of
receiving a coveted 3 star. The Wild
Blueberry Vinegar is one of my favourites, so
I am over the moon that the judges also
enjoyed it enough to give it an award; but a 3
star, that is an enormous honour. I am
gobsmacked & humbled to be amongst the
highly esteemed 3 star award winners.”
Bumblee's Preserves was established in
2013 & Francine has been a regular at
Taunton Farmers Market ever since. Using
family recipes & a few modern concoctions

too, Francine created traditional marmalade,
jam, chutney, dressings as well as a chilli
range along with her husband, “The Chillees”.
All created in small batches in her little
kitchen in Creech St. Michael.
Just some of the judges' comments were
“The avour balance is excellent with
sweetness & sharpness and a hint of the
herby thyme, then the pink peppercorns
linger on the nish. It arouses all the taste
buds & just keeps on coming.” “Outstanding
in its complexity & balance. A very delicious
shrub.”
Also her Quince Jelly & Strawberry &
Black Pepper Balsamic Vinegar received 1
Star awards for each.
Bumblee's regularly attends markets &
events locally, plus as an array of quality
Somerset stockists include Langport Stores,
Hauser & Wirth (Bruton), Jordans Courtyard
Gift Barn (Horton Cross), Not too Deer
(Dunster). Plus many local B&B's & even the
likes of the quality Exmoor hotel Luttrell Arms
provide their visitors with Bumblee's
Preserves for their breakfast spread.
Buy online through her website & also
selection available on Amazon. Contact
Francine Lee 07922 135313 or email
hello@bumblees.co.uk.

Darren Daley
Editor

Do you have a story you would like to
share? We would love to hear from you if
have an announcement or perhaps there
is a little bit of news from the area that
you live that will be of interest to the
community.
Perhaps you would like to do a little bit of
advertising? We offer fantastic rates, with
little wastage and offer you FREE radio
advertising with selected offers!
Tone News is delivered on rotation in the
TA1, TA2 & TA3 post code areas. You can
download a copy from tonenews.co.uk
and there is also a number of collection
points around the town, so make sure you
listen to Tone FM to ﬁnd where to pick up
your copy.
Email:
info@tonenews.co.uk
Phone:
01823 286688
Address: The Market House,
Taunton, Somerset,
TA1 1JD

The advertising deadline
for the next issue of
tonenews.co.uk

is Monday 9th September 2019
Visit www.tonenews.co.uk for rates and sizes. Payment required on booking.
Designed & Printed in Taunton by

zeralynx
print
The views expressed in this paper are not necessarily the same as the publishers. We’d like to thank all contributors for their input. Tone News
accepts no responsibility for errors or omissions or views expressed in this newspaper. Tone News is a free newspaper and must not be sold
separately. © Tone News 2019.
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NEWS
DOTS make visit to Taunton
The multi-award winning charity Dogs on
the Streets (DOTS) is working with SWT to
support rough sleepers and the homeless
community with dogs. The clinical director
and the founder of DOTS were in Taunton
at the end of July for an initial session at the
Open Door charity in Mount Street where a
team will continue to attend on a monthly
basis to provide veterinary care, essential
dog equipment and advice. The service in
Taunton has been secured by SWT's

Streetwise team and is one of a number of
initiatives in place to address issues
associated with rough sleeping and antisocial behaviour locally. Cllr Chris Booth
told Tone News: “I am delighted that we
have been able to arrange these visits from
DOTS who are dedicated to the welfare of
dogs belonging to the UK's homeless
community. The monthly service will make a
real difference to the quality of life for dogs
who live on our streets and in hostels with
their owners. It makes sense to give

consideration to their welfare as part of our
continuing efforts to provide the necessary
support to rough sleepers which in turn will
benet the wider community.” DOTs was
founded in 2017 by Michelle Clark to offer
24/7 support for dogs and their homeless
owners, recognising the strong bond
between them.
In Taunton DOTS will provide:● Free 24 hour veterinary care.
● Free vaccinations and health checks.
● Free fostering/kennelling for dogs
when their owners are in hospital or
otherwise unable to look after them.
● Free dog food so the dogs have a
proper diet
The Council has been working with partners
including the Police and other support
agencies to ensure that a supportive
approach is taken with every individual
rough sleeper to identify and address the
issues of real concern and develop a joinedup service to help them break the cycle of
homelessness and addiction. It operates a
Diverted Giving scheme which means that
people can donate money directly to the
local charity Open Door rather than giving to
people begging on the streets. Open Door
uses the cash to provide meals, showers,
laundry and support to rough sleepers from
its base in Mount Street.
Donations can be made to DOTs via their
website:
https://www.dogsonthestreets.org/donate
100% of all donations to DOTS goes on
essentials and care for street dogs.

My Day delivers Tone News By Lucy Durman
“My Day is a service based in the centre of Taunton
which offers daily inclusive activities for adults with
learning difculties. Activities take place either in the
Gipsy Lane Centre, Conquest Centre or in or around
Taunton town centre and include; cooking, arts &
crafts, keep t, gardening, music, drama, knitting,
needlecraft, computers, café culture, writing, literacy
and day trips. Over the last few months we have been
delivering Tone News in different areas of Taunton
Deane and the service users have loved every minute
of it! In fact, some of them ask on a regular basis
when the next copy of the newspaper is out so they
can do more deliveries! This is an amazing
opportunity which offers fantastic volunteering and
work experience. If you would like to know more
details, I would love to hear from you so why don't
you visit the website: mydaycareservices.com. I look
forward to hearing from you . . . Lucy x”

Further funding
for Taunton's
Park & Ride
SWT is set to make a further contribution
to keep the Taunton Park and Ride
service running. The Council's Executive
is being asked to approve a one-off
provision of £115,000 to enable the
service to continue until March 2020, with
an additional £20,000 to explore
measures to secure its long term
sustainability.
The total budget of £135,000 will be
sourced from New Homes Bonus
reserves and Garden Town grant funding.
Cllr Mike Rigby, Executive Member for
Planning and Transport, has told Tone
News: “The two Park and Ride sites
provide an efcient, cost-effective way of
getting into the town centre, and help to
reduce congestion and pollution which
aligns with our climate goals. They are
integral to our Taunton Garden Town
vision which supports expansion of the
public transport network in line with our
sustainable growth aspirations and forms
a key part of our wider investment
strategy for the economic development of
the area. It makes good economic sense
to explore how we can place this service
on a sound commercial footing for the
future.”
The former Taunton Deane Borough
Council stepped in with a contribution of
£170,000 to ensure the Park and Ride
service stayed up and running until
September 2019 after Somerset County
Council (SCC) announced plans to
suspend the service in 2018. Since then
SWT has been supporting SCC and the
operator Buses of Somerset with their
plans to deliver a nancially sustainable
model for the Park and Ride service. The
extended funding arrangement would
allow SWT time to explore options with
partners for securing the long term future
of the service and to grow them
commercially.
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A doggy day out

New foodie fundraiser for
Children's Hospice South West
Children's Hospice South West (CHSW) is asking you to get
creative in the kitchen and take part in a month of foodie
fundraising this October. The charity is urging supporters from in
and around Taunton Deane to host a Cook Eat Give event for
friends and family and ask guests to make a donation in return.
The new fundraising initiative will help CHSW support more than
500 children with life-limiting conditions and their families at its
three children's hospices across the South West. Emma Perry,
from the charity told Tone News: “Cook Eat Give is a really easy
way for people to get involved in fundraising for Children's Hospice
South West. Everyone loves a foodie get together – whether it's
barbeque, pizza night or themed dinner party, the choice is yours
and you can enjoy your food with the knowledge that you are
helping us to support local children and families” For many
families, eating a hot, home cooked meal together is a rarity due to
the care demands on parents alongside their hectic routines.
Families forge relationships with staff and other families also
supported by the hospice during mealtimes, while siblings also
make long lasting friendships. If you would like to nd out more
about holding a Cook Eat Give foodie fundraiser, visit
www.chsw.org.uk/cook.

Miss Ivy Events presents another fun packed day out with your four
legged friends at this years 'Doggy Summer Fete' at the Conquest
Centre, Norton Fitzwarren on Sun 8th Sept. Fun activities run
throughout the day including: have-a-go agility & hoopers, fun scurry
race, temptation alley, scent game and much more with prizes for
the fastest times of the day! You can hit the shopping area for a little
retail therapy with fabulous dog related suppliers offering everything
you could want for your pooch. Entry £4.00 online (plus booking fee)
includes UNLIMITED ACTIVITIES & FORTHGLADE GOODY BAG
(while stocks last) Tickets on gate £5.00 include 1 activity (exc
charity activities). For more details visit: adoggydayout.co.uk

Taunton Going Green event
A Going Green event at Castle
Green in Taunton on Saturday
September 21st from 11am to
4pm aims to help people nd
practical ways they can live more
sustainably. Jean Watson, the
event manager, told Tone News:
“We wanted a free event for
people of all ages where they can
come and get information on how
to make lifestyle choices for a
sustainable future.” There will be
stalls with information and advice
on energy, waste, food, transport,
family and home as well as fun
activities, live music and a
drumming workshop. The
emphasis is on making positive
choices to improve our lives and
the planet, rather than spreading
gloom about climate change.
Local green businesses and
organisations have been keen to
get involved: Somerset Waste
Partnership, Somerset Wildlife
www.tonenews.co.uk
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Trust, the Centre for
Sustainable Energy and a car
club scheme are a few of the
stalls booked, along with rms
specialising in electric cars and
bikes, Lesser Litter (Taunton's
zero-waste shop) and a number
of small eco businesses.
Taunton Green Parents are
contributing to the event
providing fun, environmentallythemed activities and tips for
sustainable parenting. There
will also be a treasure hunt and
a forest school in the family
area. The museum of
Somerset will be showing some
short lms giving more tips.
This totally free event has been
organized by volunteers from
Taunton Transition Town, with
assistance from Taunton Area
Cycling Campaign, Taunton
Green Parents and other
Somerset community groups.
info@tonenews.co.uk
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The Taunton Bid
Following a recent feasibility survey conducted
by Destination Marketing, who are a working
group of business owners and managers, the
launch of a potential "Business Improvement
District" for Taunton Town Centre has been
held. Over the past few years it has been
noted by residents, businesses and the press
that Taunton has been struggling like so many
other towns across the region and nationally.
The launch, which was held at the Cooper
Associates County Ground, saw more than 70
people attend, of which most would be in the
B.I.D. area depending on exactly which streets
get included. The area is not xed in stone and
the next stage will be engagement with
different areas of the town centre and different
business sectors to nd out what those
businesses see as priorities in a future
business plan for the area. The working group,
which brings together individuals from retail,
hospitality, nance and service companies, is
about to embark on a series of meetings to
give people a chance to bring their ideas and
feedback so that if and when there is a vote in
the Spring of 2020, there should be a range of
initiatives which have been put together to
respect the views of all those voting. With over
300 B.I.D.s in place around the UK at present,
Taunton is one of very few signicantly sized
towns not to have one. We know there is a
great deal of energy and talent in the town, but
there needs to be a focus on working together
for a mutual benet of both the businesses and
the town as a whole. The working party has

By Colin Barrell - Chairman, Taunton B.I.D. working Group

made contact with many other towns
where a B.I.D. is in place and gained a
great deal of useful information on what
works well for some and things which
don't have such a great effect. So, with
knowledge from others we are condent
that some very useful lessons have been
learned. The best thing about being a part
of this project is the feeling that at long
last, there is some positive energy coming

through and despite the few who
constantly moan about everything they
can to do with Taunton, the vast majority
who have engaged with us so far, all want
the same thing and are prepared to do
something about it. I am really looking
forward to the next stage with more of us
working together to improve our County
Town.

Wiveliscombe's Cotleigh
Brewery turns 40!

Outstanding results for
Somerset Skills & Learning

40 years ago this
year, Wiveliscombe's
Cotleigh Brewery
started its brewing
story in the stables at
Cotleigh Farmhouse
in Washeld, near
Tiverton. Soon after,
Cotleigh relocated to
its current home in
Wiveliscombe where it
was run by John Aries
for the next 20 years.
Fast forward to 2002
current owner Stephen Heptinstall took the helm, a role that he has
enjoyed for more than 16 years. Fast forward again to 2019 and
Stephen told Tone News: “There have been many changes over
the last 16 years in the brewing industry with a huge inux of new
breweries, growing from 400 to 2000 nationally with some of the
best emerging in the South West of England. Cotleigh Brewery is
thriving in the new and competitive market and I believe that this
down to our ethos for producing a quality beer, with a regular ow
of new and interesting beers being added to the Cotleigh portfolio.”
Most of us will recognise their core brands, such as Tawny,
Commando Hoong, Barn Owl and Buzzard, but you may have
noticed Amadeus, the rst of a new range of ales to celebrate their
40th year. Cotleigh Beers are sold in pubs and inns right across the
UK Including Michelin Star restaurant, the Masons Arms at
Knowstone in Devon who placed their very rst Cotleigh order back
in 1979. Cotleigh Brewery also boasts a Visitor Centre, Shop and
runs organised Brewery Tours where visitors can experience the art
of brewing rst-hand.

Somerset Skills & Learning
(SS&L) has been highlighted as
having highly satised learners
in Somerset, latest data from
the Department for Education
reveals. The data, published on
18 July, shows that SS&L
scored a satisfaction rating of
87.2% from its students who
would recommend the training
provider to friends and family.
The research is based on
students' experience with the
training provider over the course
of the 2018/19 academic year.
Kathryn Baker, SS&L's Director
of Curriculum and Business
Development told Tone News:
'We are delighted with this
feedback from our learners.
With a combination of small
classes, local centres and
experienced tutors we are able

www.tonenews.co.uk
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to offer something quite
different to a college and it's
clear from this survey that our
learners appreciate it'.
Somerset Skills & Learning,
beat other learning providers in
the County with Bridgwater &
Taunton College scoring an
82.5% satisfaction rate. The
DfE Further Education Choices
Survey is designed to help
learners and employers make
informed choices about
education and training. As a
County, it's great to see
learning and education
providers putting students at the
fore and it's even more pleasing
to see that a Community
Interest Company is achieving
outstanding levels of
satisfaction for learners in
Somerset.

info@tonenews.co.uk
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TAUNTON
Prockters Car Boot Site
Blundells Lane TA2 8QN
Thurs 29th Aug - Sun 1st Sept
Thurs / Fri 3pm & 7pm
Sat 2pm & 5pm, Sun 2pm
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Love Musgrove's new fundraiser
Can you help raise £100,000 for
Musgrove Park maternity
refurbishment? Love Musgrove, the
ofcial charity of Musgrove Park
Hospital, have launched its campaign
to raise £100,000 to update maternity
facilities. The Maternity Unit and its
existing facilities were built just after
the war in the 1940s and currently
welcomes over 3,000 new babies into
the world per year. The current
facilities are in need of redening,
modernising, expanding and
upgrading since their original
construction.
The project includes building and
equipping a brand new recovery bay
for women who require enhanced care
from emergency operations, sepsis,
infections or from post-partum
haemorrhage.
In order to provide one to one
enhanced care, equipment such as
CTG machines to record and analyse
patterns of the babies' heart beat) and
monitors to trace the women's vital

signs. The reception area which is the
central hub of the Maternity Unit will be
recongured, making one main reception
for all Maternity services, creating a
more welcoming and relaxed
atmosphere for everyone including
visiting children. The Antenatal Clinic will
have increased seating capacity and the
addition of extra scanning and clinic
facilities. Alongside the equipment for the
recovery bays, extra items to enhance
the environment across the Maternity
Unit for women and their partners
include recliner chairs allowing partners
to stay overnight and medicate bedside
cots to replace the existing ones with
'next to me' which push directly up to the
bed are of particularly help mothers who
have had long or difcult labours or birth
to establish feeding and close
relationships.
There are many ways to get
involved, hold a coffee morning,
undertake a challenge or text BABIES,
followed by your donation amount
(anything between £1 and £20), to 70085

The Rivertones
Harmony Chorus
By Mike Eastmond

Cedar Lodge's four nominations
in care awards
A Taunton care home has four nominations
for this year's Somerset Outstanding Care
Awards. Cedar Lodge, part of Notaro Care
Homes, has been put forward for the
following categories:
• Care Home Manager Of The Year
• Deputy Of The Year
• The Memory Lane Award
• Outstanding Contribution To Health
And Social Care
Cedar Lodge provides residential care for
people living with dementia in an
extensively refurbished, warm and friendly
home. The Limes is situated at the rear of
Cedar Lodge in a separate facility and
provides residential care for younger adults
living with mental health needs. The Limes
is a groundbreaking project entered into
with the Somerset Partnership NHS
Foundation Trust in 2008.
Carers understand the importance of
meaningful activities for people living with
dementia. Activities are built into all areas
of life in the home. Life history and
reminiscence work help to stimulate
residents, so improving their self-esteem
and sense of well-being.
Manager of Cedar lodge, Matthew
Parish, has told Tone News: "To receive
www.tonenews.co.uk

The Rivertones Harmony Chorus have begun
their summer programme in sweltering conditions
last month starting off by entertaining visitors at
the Quantock Brewery Beer Festival. The
following day, they were in front of a much larger
audience as they opened Mid Devon show in
Tiverton. Upcoming events include the Sidmouth
folk festival and the Dunster show. The chorus
sing barbershop harmony which is
unaccompanied vocal music in four part harmony.
Their repertoire will appeal to all tastes.
Earlier this year, the chorus competed in the
National Barbershop convention in Bournemouth
where they received excellent reviews culminating
in their promotion to Division 2 of the National
League. There are currently 59 choruses ranked
in 4 divisions. More information can be found on
their website therivertones.org.uk.

Matthew Parrish - Home Manager

these nominations is a wonderful
surprise! We're feeling really proud
that we have been recognised for
all our hard work. Every single
member of our team do an amazing
job every day and make a real
difference to our resident's lives."
The Somerset Outstanding
Care Awards are a chance to
recognise and celebrate the most
dedicated individuals, providers and
suppliers working within the care
industry across Somerset.
10

The Rivertones warming up on the bus on the way to
Bournemouth.
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St John's Church
14th September 12.00 to 2.00pm
FREE entry with donations to
Happy Landings Animal
Rehabilitation Centre
Call Mary Elliott on 01823 277565
to reserve your place.

Barn Dance with
STICK THE
FIDDLE
Friday 6th Septe

mber,
Beambridge, Sampford Arundel,
Wellington
£12.50 Includes supper.
In aid of All Saints’ Church
Rockwell Green, Spire Appeal.

Love meditation?

Meet Tibetan monk Gelong Thu
bten
at the Sangha House.
Join in with a day of meditation,
workshops and common sense
advice.
Tickets available from the
Sangha House on 01823 428156
.
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TO ADVERTISE ON THIS PAGE Call 01823 286688 OR Email: sales@tonenews.co.uk
The information above may be subject to change without prior notice. Event information correct at time of going to print.
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Taunton Flower Show 2019
Organisers of Taunton Flower Show have
hailed this year's event as a great success.
Perfect dry weather along with an attractive
programme of entertainment and gifted
gardeners showcasing their talents
combined to attract a record breaking crowd
on the opening day.
The expansion of the showground into
Wilton Lands, adjoining Vivary Park the
show's historic home since 1866 enables us
to absorb the thousands of gardening
enthusiasts who want to experience a great
day out in the company of fellow
horticulturalists along with their friends and
families. Once all the tickets are counted we
are hoping to reach or exceed our previous
record of 17,000 visitors over the two days.
This year's highlights proved to be the
stunning designer gardens with Sally
Leaney taking top prize and the Western
Daily Press Cup for her sensory garden
celebrating the centenary of local charity,
Somerset Sight and Julie Haycock winning
the People's Choice award for her dramatic
interpretation of the 50th anniversary of the
Apollo 11 moon landing. The diversity of

www.tonenews.co.uk

music and arena entertainment drew praise
from the wide spectrum of visitors with
contributions from a New Orleans style jazz
band to Bristol's Batala samba-style
ensemble. The competition tent was a riot
of colour, scent and tastes whilst the
neighbouring oral tent showcased stunning
displays by professional traders including
Monkton Elm Garden centre who won the
praise of judges and viewers alike with their
'Flower Power' themed garden. Locker
Fuchsias won best in show for their
impressive bank of colour cleverly
displayed.
Plans are already underway for the
2020 show and details of the programme of
attractions and competition themes will
appear on the show's website in the coming
months at tauntonfs.co.uk. Show
membership is also available on-line giving
advantageous benets and discounts with
local businesses. Businesses interested in
sponsoring sections of the event and adults
wishing to volunteer their services in return
for free admission are encouraged to make
contact with the organisers quickly.
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Simon Cutler DipFA, MLIBF
Independent Financial Adviser
•
•
•
•
•
•

Investments
Pensions
Mortgages
Life Assurance
Inheritance Tax Planning
Retirement Planning

Call Simon on 01823 321616 for advice and a
free of charge, without obligation, initial meeting.
simon@blackdownnancial.co.uk
www.BlackdownFinancial.co.uk
Winchester House, Corporation Street, Taunton, TA1 4AJ
As a mortgage is secured against your home, it could be repossessed if you do not keep up the mortgage repayments.
Blackdown Financial is a Trading name of W&T Ltd. Registered in England No. 3717558

MOTs from £39.95
Servicing from £99.00
Opening hours
Mon to Fri 08.30 - 17.30
Sat 08.30 - 12.30
Castle Street, Taunton, TA1 4AU
01823 328600
www.hickleysautocentre.com

www.tonenews.co.uk
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& BRUFORD
VALLANCE

Celebrating

40
Years

of Business

I N S U R A N C E S E RV I C E S L I M I T E D

Your local Independent family run
Insurance Broker is celebrating

of providing quality insurance cover,
with a friendly, professional service
We can offer very competitive quotations for
• MOTOR •
• HOUSEHOLD •
• VAN •
• LET & UNOCCUPIED •
• TRAVEL •
• BREAKDOWN •
• OLD, HISTORIC & LISTED PROPERTIES •
Please call in and see us at:
45 St James Street, Taunton, TA1 1JR
Call us on 01823 277188, or visit our website www.bruford.co.uk

www.tonenews.co.uk
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Pianist
Needed

Taunton Ladies Chorus is looking for
someone (Honorarium available) to play
for us in September.
We meet Mondays 19.15 – 21.15hrs
at the BACH hall TA2 8FT
Please contact Hilary 01984 623335
or Sally 01823 412032 to discuss.
www.tauntonladieschorus.wordpress.com

www.tonenews.co.uk

16

info@tonenews.co.uk

Tone News

www.tonenews.co.uk

17

info@tonenews.co.uk

Tone News

the

banner
van

www.green4go.co.uk
0345 319 0666
The No Nonsense,
Honest Driving School.
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Lookinsgpfeocrial?
someone

One to one introductions
and socials covering all ages
Personal, caring, confidential service
Call Samantha on 07951991748
www.justintroductionsgroup.co.uk

Manufacturers and Suppliers of Quality,
Value for Money Garden Buildings
Standard and Custom Made Sheds · Summerhouses · Insulated Garden Rooms
Workshops · Garden Furniture · Swings · Climbing Frames · Trampolines
• Open Bank Holidays
• Large Show Site with over
40 Buildings on Display
• We Manufacture and Retail
Standard and Custom Sized
Buildings
• All wood construc on, no
chipboard or OSB used in
the construc on
• Family Owned Business
• Trading for over 15 Years
• Knowledgeable, Friendly
and Professional Sales Staﬀ
• No Hard Sell just Good
Honest Advice at all mes

Visit our New Display Site at Courtlands Industrial Estate
Stroll around our extensive range of Display Buildings sit in our
Summerhouses and judge for yourself the quality of our products.

Courtlands, Minehead Road, Norton Fitzwarren, Taunton TA2 6NS
01823 334495 | email: sales@tauntonsheds.co.uk | www.tauntonsheds.co.uk
www.tonenews.co.uk
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The Monthly Alternative with Giles Cosgrove
Spotlight On:
The battle between the visual and the sonic has
dened music ever since the launch of MTV on
August 1st, 1981. Whilst an album cover can be
used simply to compliment the record, a music
video can dene the artist more so than the music
itself. A true artist of modern music is able to
balance both sight and sound. Eloise does this
and so much more besides. A 20-year-old singersongwriter based in London,
playing in the same music scene
as Taunton born Reader, her
record “Designed for your
Pleasure” isn't afraid to hide its
parentage from the off.
Eloise embraces musical
inuences from Lana Del Ray,
Lady Gaga and David Bowie,
whilst lyrically turning to
Americana, women in power,
and the concept of glamour in all
it's forms, be it the classic
pinups of the 50's or the neon
drenched icons of the 80's.
Throw in dashes of old
Hollywood, the decadence of Al
Pacino in Scarface and the
essence of Miami Vice and the result is an EP
that accomplishes so much in just 5 tracks.
The standout tracks on the record are the
wittily written “Centrefold”, a track that sets the
scene and was perfectly timed as a single a
month before the EP's release. Pop culture
references set a foundation for observations on
and obsession with the role of women in powerful
society all set to silky smooth dream pop grooves.

The music video for the track, available on
YouTube, proves you don't need a massive
budget or a complicated narrative to drive home
the point, just a sense of the tongue-in-cheek
and visual air.
Her masterpiece, however, is the closing 4minute magnum opus “Jackie Kennedy”. Of the
track Eloise said on her Instagram story “Do you
remember when I was 16 and I wouldn't talk to
anyone and wrote songs about Jackie
Kennedy?” A real labour of love, the song was
initially a Meat-Loaf-esque
8 minutes long before being
cut down for it's EP release.
Smoking subtle verses give
way to an almost haunting
chorus probing everything
from politics, depression
and relationships to excess,
and modern equivalents to
a past era. It's bold and
beautifully written.
Eloise embraces aesthetic,
sonics and pop culture itself
to create one of the most
stunning independent EP's
of the year and is certainly
proof that pop can still
make you think.
Find Her: Eloise can be followed across social
media, on Facebook: @EloiseFloraOfcial, on
Instagram: @eloise_ora and on Twitter:
@EloiseFlora

Acts to Watch Out
For in this Month:
• Masquerades
With a name change and the
addition of a live drummer to their
line-up, the band formerly known as
Stevie & The Masquerades are
always one to watch in local music.

• Finding Aurora
Their new track Overdrive is out
now, turn it up to eleven!

• October Drift
Back and signed to Physical
Education Records, the band are
riding high on their latest release, a
reworked “Losing My Touch” a single
that is their closest release to their
live sound.

• Last One Home

Sounds like: The credits have just started to roll
on a classic 80s thriller, as the embittered hero
walks away into a neon drenched sunset, any
moral lesson lost to the excess of the era.

The group have hinted that new
music could be on the way from
them.

You can listen to The Sunday Alternative with Giles Cosgrove every Sunday from 4 – 6 pm on Tone FM
featuring great local artists, an Album of the Week, Vinyl Revival, Gig Guide and Music News.

GAMING

with Stuart Coward

The Great Taunton Escape
For many years now people
have be doing all sorts of
things to escape the
mundane and go to other
places or times. There's been everything from table
top roleplaying games like 'Dungeons and Dragons'
to many video games available. The latest has
been 'Escape Rooms', so I am going to tell you
about a local company by the name of 'Lock and
Code'.
Frist what is an escape room, they are
physical adventure game where you and a small
team use elements to of the room to escape, nd
an object or other objectives depending on the
room. In Taunton you have 'Dead on the Hour'
where on the trial of a killer, you nd his study but
end up trapped with a hour to escape bother the
killer returns. Another option is 'Can Opener' in it
you are being transferred to Steele Gates Prison

www.tonenews.co.uk

but when the van you're in gets attack you
have an hour to escape to freedom. Finally if
you have wanted to try virtual reality then his
your chances with 'Escape the Lost Pyramid'
based on the Assassin Creed video game
series. You step in to the shoes of Sir Beldon
Frye and his expedition party who
disappeared in 1928. Your job try to nd out
what happed to the ill-fated group by going
into a simulation based on their memories.
That's not all, they have rooms in WestonSuper-mare as well such as 'The Alchemy
Enigma'. You are transported back in time to
the study of a mysterious alchemist who in
his studies has made a philosophers stone,
your job is simple nd the stone before you
taken back to your own time period. If you
want more info you can go to their website at
https://www.lockandcode.co.uk/
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Taunton Racecourse
Taunton Racecourse is counting down to the start of the new
National Hunt season that gets underway on Wednesday
October 30th with the rst of the action starting at 1.30pm.
Before the racing starts at the Orchard Portman course,
which is situated two miles south of Taunton Town Centre
alongside the B3170 Honiton Road, two events are taking
place.
On Saturday 7th September the charity Stand Against
Violence racecourse will be hosting an outdoor cinema event
showing 'Rocketman' starting at 8pm, with gates opening at
7.15pm. Food and drink will be available and tickets cost £10
in advance from ww.savents.co,uk or £13 on the night with
all prots going to the charity.
On 21st and 22nd September the Somerset County
Show, which is designed to showcase the best that the
county has to offer will be taking place, which promises to be
a great day out for all of the family! Over both days of the
weekend, there is a full programme of displays and
attractions, with something for all the family. Celebrity chef
Lesley Waters will be on hand to give cookery
demonstrations, there will be music from local bands, a
display of vintage cars and vehicles, in addition to which
there will be many artisan stall holders in attendance offering
a range of foods and produce not available in the High
Street.
On the country pursuit side of things there will be a
family dog show, terrier racing, ferrets and a falconry display.
A round of the Shetland Pony Grand National and the British
Scurry will be taking place, as well as Trials Driving, Pony
Club events and a Polo display. There will be a
demonstration of gun dog training a 50 bird sporting clay

shoot and the local hunt will be in
attendance.
On Saturday 21st September
The King's Show which will offer
local adults and children the
opportunity to take part in some fun
showing classes – these are an
ideal starting point for those looking
to start competing, or for those
bringing on a new horse or pony. In
short if you are interested in any
aspect of the countryside then the
Somerset Show at Taunton
Racecourse is the place to be.

Taunton majorettes head for Running Forever donate
European Championships
their club kit By Linda Forsyth
14 members from New Direction majorettes based in Taunton have

When the Running Forever Running Club decided to update their
club kit, the committee decided to donate the stock of old design
vests to the Gathimba Edwards Foundation, a charity set up by 2
runners to support the most disadvantaged children and families in
Iten, Kenya. As well as supporting children back into education
(they are excluded if their families cannot pay the fees), they
support kids who are interested in athletics and football.
The vests have gone to children who are part of their new
running club. Iten is the home of many top Kenyan athletes so it's
possible we're seeing a future Olympic Champion or London
Marathon winner in our kit! Myles Edwards (a former Scottish
international athlete) and Gideon Gathimba met and formed a
friendship through running before pooling their talents into setting
up their foundation. They are very grateful for our donation and for
sending a little bit of RFRC love to Kenya. RFRC Vice Chair Linda
Forsyth got to know Myles through parkrun when she lived in
Aberdeen and has been a keen supporter of GEF for many years.
GEF bring practical solutions and joy to those in the poorest of
situations and RFRC are delighted to be able to help in this small
way. Have a look at their work
https://gathimbaedwardsfoundation.org

been selected to represent England at the European
Championships in October.The team aged from 9 yrs to 26yrs,
have been training hard for many months in the hope of achieving
their ambition of becoming part of the England team. Having been
selected, the team are now busy fundraising to help fund the trip to
Italy which is going to cost £8000. If you would like to help by
sponsoring the team or make a donation, no matter what size,
please contact Kim Ridge on 07725 606698 or search Facebook
for New Direction Taunton

01823 353760
www.somersetwebservices.co.uk
www.tonenews.co.uk
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Down at the Club by Spencer Bishop
Marcus announces his retirement
Marcus Trescothick has recently
announced that he will be retiring
from professional cricket at the
end of this season. The 43-yearold made his debut for Somerset
in 1993 and has gone on to
become one of the nest players
to ever represent the County.
2019 will be Marcus' 27th and nal
season as a professional, and
during that time he has scored
more First Class centuries (52)
and more List A runs (7374) than
any player in the Club's history.
The man from Keynsham has
also currently scored 19654 First
Class runs for Somerset at an
impressive average of 41.11. He
also holds the record for the most
First Class catches (445) for the
County. As well as excelling on the
domestic front, Marcus had a ne
international career. His 76 Test
matches saw him plunder over
5800 runs at an average of 43.79.
He was equally destructive in
limited overs matches and his 123
ODI's saw him amass 4335 runs

at an average of 37.37. He has
captained his Country, won an
Ashes series, played in a World
Cup and won trophies with the
County that is so close to his
heart.
Somerset CCC CEO,
Andrew Cornish told Tone News:
“I'd heard so many positive
things about Marcus before I
joined the Club, and I was
delighted to discover that
everything I'd heard was true.
Everyone connected to the Club,
from the supporters and
Members through to the
Committee, speak about him in
such glowing terms. It's very
rare for someone to have a
sporting career of such
longevity, and that is a testament
to the hard work that he puts in
behind the scenes. We all wish
him the very best for the future,
and sincerely hope that
Somerset Cricket will continue to
play a large part in the next
chapter of his life.”

Kev Sturmey's recent pre season notes...
Quite a lot has happened since
my last notes for the play off
match against Poole Town in May.
Viridor decided to withdraw from
their Stadium agreement and so
we were then contacted by Cygnet
Health Care and you will now see
the Stadium rebranded to the
Cygnet Health Care Stadium. We
grew our turnstile income for
League matches by nearly 60%
last season so we had to look at
our match day infrastructure to
see if we can make it easier to
generate more income. Dan
Franklin our bar manager made
some suggestions and we took
them on board and Dan embarked
on creating a bigger bar and
another door to replace a window.
The results are very impressive
and if we can sell another 100
pints over 30 matches it will have
returned the money spent. Like all
work here, there will be things
which we will still need to nish

www.tonenews.co.uk

but that never changes and we
will continue to try to improve our
“home” to improve the match day
experience for everyone. It's not
just football where we have done
well, we have also grown into the
community, thanks to Sharon and
Livvi at Daffodil PR who helped
with our entry into the Taunton
Deane Business Awards in the
Community Engagement
Category. We didn't win but in our
rst year we nished runners up
to a rm of Solicitors so no
shame, especially as we are 95%
run by volunteers! The pinnacle
of any sport is being involved at
the end of the season and while
play offs can be cruel there
always has to be a winner so
enjoy every minute of tonight and
keep supporting us to the highest
level we can reach. Our fans
have been magnicent over the
last month and you can all make
a huge difference to the team.
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The new, bigger bar
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Twitter - @SomCountySports
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