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Keep it clean!

Local residents gather to protect the Galmington Stream from the threat of planning application to build pumping station. More on page 4.
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Welcome to

Praise given for the
closure of East Street

tonenews.co.uk

At the time of writing, I am sitting in my
home studio wearing my onesie
drinking a cup of tea, which is a far cry
from the festival I was supposed to be
working at before COVID kicked in!
The world is now a diﬀerent place
since the last issue of Tone News and
despite there being slightly less content
in this issue, I hope you enjoy reading
it! Don't forget to like the Tone News
Facebook page, follow us on Twitter
@Tone_News_TA and keep up to date
with regular stories posted online at
tonenews.co.uk.
Support for the closure of East Street, Taunton

Darren Daley
Editor

Do you have a story you would like to
share? We would love to hear from you if
have an announcement or perhaps there
is a little bit of news from the area that
you live that will be of interest to the
community.
Perhaps you would like to do a little bit of
advertising? We offer fantastic rates, with
little wastage and offer you FREE radio
advertising with selected offers!
Tone News is delivered on rotation in the
TA1, TA2 & TA3 post code areas. You can
download a copy from tonenews.co.uk
and there is also a number of collection
points around the town, so make sure you
listen to Tone FM to ﬁnd where to pick up
your copy.
Email:
info@tonenews.co.uk
Phone:
01823 286688
Address: The Market House,
Taunton, Somerset,
TA1 1JD

Members of Taunton Area Cycling
Campaign (TACC) have shown their strong
support for closing East Street to general
traﬃc.
On Saturday (27th June 2020), a
selection of small socially distanced groups
held up placards welcoming the changes,
and thanking Somerset West and Taunton
Council and Somerset County Council for
jointly coordinating this important work so
quickly.
The measure has been introduced and
funded as the ﬁrst tranche of the
'Emergency Active Travel Fund' which was
announced by Grant Shapps, Secretary of
State for Transport as part of a £2bn
package to promote and improve walking
and cycling.
A second biggest tranche of £480K is
available for the creation of additional 'pop
up' cycling and walking routes in Somerset.

Pip Sheard of Taunton Area Cycling
Campaign has told Tone News:
‘Providing this extra traﬃc free space
for shoppers was essential to enable
adequate social distancing, particularly with
people queuing outside shops while
allowing cyclists to continue using the
street.
Taunton has witnessed a big increase in
cycling into the Town Centre during
lockdown. It shows how attractive and
pleasant East Street can be without having
to contend with cars.
As cafes re-open, hopefully some will
be able to put out socially distanced tables
and chairs. We hope this will be a shift to
'quality streets' in Taunton as the town
centre continues to redeﬁne its function. We
very much welcome Government funding
for improving cycling following the Covid
lockdown.’

To advertise in
tonenews.co.uk

Call 01823 286688
Email info@tonenews.co.uk
Visit www.tonenews.co.uk for rates and sizes. Payment required on booking.
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NEWS
Tidal wave brewing over Galmington stream By Richard Walsh
Local residents turned out in large numbers
to show their strength of feeling to protect
the Galmington Stream from the threat of
pollution and ﬂooding from a planning
application to build a huge pumping station
and sewage overﬂow station next to it.
The stream runs right through the
Galmington Housing estate and has
become a focal point for locals to walk and
enjoy their natural surroundings and where
they could watch kingﬁshers, wagtails,
dippers and egrets as well as see a variety
of butterﬂies along with the odd otter.
The water in the stream which
eventually ﬂows into the River Tone is
remarkably clear, and is home to a wide
range of insects including dragonﬂies and
brown trout can regularly be seen.
Taunton Deane Borough Council
designated it as a nature trail and it has
been enjoyed by many people of all ages as
a place for a walk, to commune with nature,
or somewhere to sit quietly and enjoy the
wildlife.
However all of this is now under threat
from a planning application for a Foul Water
(sewage) Pumping Station, Mains Water
Booster Station and Gas Pressure
Reducing Station that could put paid to all
of the positive things that the Galmington
Stream Nature Reserve has provided for so
long to local residents and the wider
community.
This threat was ﬁrst made known to
those in the area soon after lockdown when
Judy Stainthorpe and her husband Andy
discovered the planning application by
accident on the local council website. They
wasted no time in alerting locals to the
threat that the Galmington Stream, and its
environs were under threat.
Judy told Tone News: “The application
was only made on March 23rd when
lockdown began and not published by the
council until May10th, in the hope that the
developers could get it sneaked through
unnoticed.”

Richard Huish student Charlie Ann Briggs who devised
the strap line ‘Galmington Stream, keep it Clean.’

Since then the plot has thickened
somewhat. A petition against the siting of
the pumping stations has been signed by
over 3000 residents in the area and as
more and more start to become aware local
councillors have taken up the cudgels on
behalf of their community.
Wessex Water have also become
involved and said that the site proposed for
the pumping stations was on a ﬂood plain. It
appears that the developers had indeed
been hoping to push the application through
during the lockdown as neither the local
councillors nor Wessex Water had been
aware of its existence.
The upshot is that the application is in
fact invalid and will have to be resubmitted.
However this is likely to be far from the end
of the story and the Comeytrowe Residents

will be keeping an eye on the developers'
next move.
One of those present at Saturday's
gathering was Charlie Ann Briggs who has
lived close to the stream all of her life and is
a student at Richard Huish College who
devised the strap line Galmington Stream,
keep it Clean.
She told Tone News: “I have watched
this go through the planning stages and its
devastating because the developers just
break promises and we know that as a
result of what they are proposing there will
be ﬂooding and pollution.
“The developers don't seem to care
about us residents, all they care about is
how much proﬁt they are going to make
from this development and it just makes
everyone angry.”
Local Councillor Simon Nicholls told the
gathering: “We live here in the ward and
what we want is for the developers to go
away and rethink their plans, and then
come back and communicate those plans to
us so we can work together. We have got to
think about the environment and protecting
our green areas.”
Cllr Habib Farbahi who also attended the
meeting said: “From the beginning there
has been a lack of communication with
grassroots people. The problem is that the
developers are not interacting with the
council.
“We went into the lockdown on March
23rd and the developers decided to put in
their application at the same time in the
hope that people would not notice.”
This all suggests that there been a
distinct lack of clarity in the way that this
matter has been dealt with by the planners
and developers.
One thing that came across loud and
clear is that Comeytrowe residents will ﬁght
any plans that threaten their local area.
Local MP Rebecca Pow who is the
Minister for the Environment declined an
invitation to attend this gathering.

Somerset West Lottery
summer bolt-on prize
Following on from the success of
previous national initiatives, the
Somerset West Lottery is taking
part in the summer 2020 bolt-on
prize draw.
Everyone who signs up to
purchase one or more tickets
between now and 29 August will
be in with the chance to win one
of ﬁve B&Q gift cards to the value
of £100 courtesy of the external
lottery management company
Gatherwell.
All tickets bought during this
timeframe will automatically be
www.tonenews.co.uk

entered into the bonus prize draw,
as well as being in with a chance
to win up to £25,000 in the weekly
lottery run by Somerset West and
Taunton council.
A further bolt on prize draws is
planned for winter 2020 with
details to be announced.
The Somerset West Lottery
oﬀers registered good causes the
opportunity to raise income for
their organisation by selling tickets
to members of the public.
It gives 50p from every £1
ticket sold to local registered good
4

causes with 10p from every
ticket sale going into a
community grant fund for which
local good causes can apply.
If you know of a good
cause wishing to raise funds or

would like to buy a ticket
contact the Somerset West
Lottery on 0300 30 20 666;
support@somersetwestlottery.
co.uk or visit
www.somersetwestlottery.co.uk
info@tonenews.co.uk
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- extended shop
- express checkout window
- coffee machine
- cold drink fridges
visit our new premises at:

Vape-it UK LTD
Unit 3 Nightingales Farm
Lower West Hatch
Taunton TA3 5RH

TEL: 01823 481851
www.vape-it.co.uk
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More items now accepted at recycling sites
All 'business as usual' items are now
being accepted across Somerset Waste
Partnership's recycling centres.
All 16 sites can now take cardboard,
as well as commercial waste and other
waste you pay to dispose of – including
tyres, gas bottles, soil and hardcore,
vehicle parts, plasterboard and asbestos
(card payment only).
'Shop-style' social distancing is in
place and sites are at times busy. SWP is
encouraging people to only come if they
really need to and make sure they use
their weekly recycling collections – which
include cardboard - wherever possible.
Trailers and vans can now access
the sites at any time during opening
hours, as long as they have the
appropriate permit.
Staﬀ are unable to oﬀer any
assistance with unloading or handling,
and the following safety restriction
remain in place:
• Gloves to be worn when
outside the vehicle
• Maximum of two people
per household
• Strict social distancing
Anyone planning to bring items that are
ﬁt for reuse is asked to keep hold of them
for the time being. At the moment they
are being recycled while a safe way to
handle them is ﬁnalised.
All sites are open for their usual

summer hours. They are busiest ﬁrst
thing in the morning and quieter
between 4pm and 6pm.
Queue cams are operating for
Taunton (Priorswood), and we would
advise people to check these before
they visit
www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycling
-centre-queue-cams/
Mickey Green, Managing
Director of SWP, spoke to Tone News
earlier this month and told us: “Things
are getting nearer to normal at our
sites, as they are everywhere, but
they can be busy and we would still
urge people to come only if they
really need to.
“The last few months have seen
a lot of disruption and more people
spending more time at home. It's a
great chance to really think about
how we can all reduce what we waste
and come out of the pandemic
greener than when it started.
“Most people in Somerset are
recycling and it protects our
environment, helps tackle climate
change and saves taxpayer pounds”.
For more information about how
to reduce, reuse and recycle your
waste, visit
www.somersetwaste.gov.uk and
follow @somersetwaste on Twitter
and Facebook.

Virtual 3 Peaks challenge Virtual Fundraiser for
Local Charity Brainwave

Local man Dan Brice, has just
donated £1100 to the Exmoor
Search and Rescue team which
he raised after completing a
virtual West Country Three
Peaks sponsored event!
Dan, who is the Operations
Director at Channel UK Events
CIC, who are based in
Minehead set up the '–Stay
Home Virtual Challenges' an
initiative during the Covid -19
lockdown, to encourage
participation in physical activity
within the conﬁnes of your own
home.
He created a virtual
'Westcountry 3 Peaks' challenge
in his own home that would see
him ascend the combined height
of the three highest points in
Somerset, Devon and Cornwall,
some 1540 metres in total.
Using a range of obstacles
such as a climbing frame, a
pallet 'A' frame and his ﬂat roof
garage meant Brice could
www.tonenews.co.uk

The Year 8 pupils at King's Hall
School used their creativity to
ensure their usual charity
fundraiser went ahead – albeit
virtually.
As with many other aspects
of school life this term, pupils
and staﬀ began toying with the
idea of creating a virtual version
of the traditional Year 8 Charity
Fair that would normally take
place in the last week of the
school year.
With the intention of raising
as much money as possible for
the children's charity,
Brainwave, suggestions for how
this might work culminated in
the idea of a series of
challenges that would be
recorded by the pupils for
others to watch and predict the
outcomes.
The onus was very much
on the Year 8 pupils to deliver
some fun and exciting
challenges, and the school
were delighted with the results.
The activities ranged from the
traditional 'guess the number of
sweets in the jar' and egg
throwing and catching, to the

achieve eight metres of ascent
per lap.
Dan set out to complete
200 laps so the total height
would be surpassed and at
64.5 meters of travel per lap
he would complete a total of
12.88 kilometres (8 miles) of
running as well as the ascent
and decided to donate the
money he raised to the
Exmoor Search and Rescue
Team, a volunteer blue light
service deployed by the Police,
who at that time were short of
PPE to help them stay safe
from COVID-19 when out on
an emergency.
After setting up a
fundraising page he soon
passed his initial target of £500
and by the time he undertook
the challenge, which he
completed in four hours 38
minutes this had increased to
£750, an amount that
increased eventually to £1100.
6

more painful 'hand in an ice
bucket challenge' and drinking
a pint of cold water in as short
a time as possible. The girls
proved far braver at this
particular one as, unlike the
boys, they brushed their teeth
ﬁrst, which apparently makes it
more painful!
There were also some
exciting football 'keepy uppy'
and skipping competitions, as
well some cricket challenges,
grape throwing (and catching
in the mouth!) and some
challenges in which pupils
even managed to involve their
horses! Perhaps the prize for
originality goes to the 'guess
how long the queue at the
MacDonald's drive thru is' – the
answer being very long indeed.
Some great fun was had by
the Year 8s in producing the
challenges and also by those
watching them, but most
importantly a very pleasing
amount of money was raised
for a very worthwhile charity.
At the time of writing, the
children have exceeded their
£1200 target.
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• Investments
• Pensions
• Mortgages
• Life Assurance
• Inheritance Tax Planning
• Re rement Planning
Call Simon on 01823 321616 for advice and a free
of charge, without obliga on, ini al mee ng.
Email: simon@blackdownﬁnancial.co.uk

Simon Cutler DipFA, MLIBF

www.blackdownﬁnancial.co.uk
Winchester House, Corpora on Street, Taunton, TA1 4AJ

Blackdown Financial is a Trading name of W&T Ltd. Registered in England and Wales No. 3717558
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#UpThePeacocks!

Taunton Town F.C have been busy behind the scenes despite the
enforced conclusion of Southern League football due to the
Coronavirus Pandemic. Following a weekend visit and subsequent
eviction of a group of travellers arriving at the Cygnet Health Care
Stadium during June, work has commenced on ground
improvements at Wordsworth Drive required for a higher level of
football. Chairman, Kevin Sturmey told Tone News: "Next season
2020/21 is totally unclear so it's very hard to plan too far ahead but
we have to try to get our plans at least ready to move so we can
press the button although like all leagues we will need decent notice
to put our plans in to working practice. Whatever we have to deal
with we will. With Club Captain Matt Wright, vice-captain Shane
White, midﬁeld maestro Ryan Brett and proliﬁc striker Rocky Neal all
departing, the Peacocks have moved swiftly and recruited wisely.
The future is still very bright with lots to look forward to when nonleague football is safe and sound to return in what will be a very
different landscape for everyone.”
Despite not knowing when the Southern League season might
start, Taunton Town have recruited several highly experienced,
dynamic and versatile new exciting players have arrived whilst the
services of the core of the remaining squad members has been
retained. Additions include; Aaron Bentley & Jake Wannell who
arrive at Wordsworth Drive from Plymouth Parkway and Salisbury
respectively to strengthen the Peacock's defence. Highly-rated
Midﬁelder Lee Lucas arrives from Merthyr along with former
teammate striker, Gethyn Hill and fellow- forwards, Toby Holmes and
Owen Howe both signing from rivals Salisbury providing the
Peacocks with an extremely strong strike-force. Further quality has
been added in midﬁeld through the signings Jordan Copp from
Plymouth Parkway and Joe Guest from Yate Town. With Lloyd Irish,
Ben Adelsbury, Jamie Price, Ross Staley, Jamie Short, Ollie
Chamberlain, Dan Sullivan all committing their services and Club
Stalwart, Owen Irish, and the youthful trio of Luke Spokes, Dan
Demkiv and Callum Watts signing, the Peacocks squad is in
excellent shape for the 2020/21 season whenever, that begins.

SCCC to host
special NHS day
Somerset County Cricket are delighted to reveal initial plans for a
special day to celebrate the eﬀorts of the Country's National Health
Service.
Working with Love Musgrove and other local NHS Charities, the
Club plan to collate fundraising eﬀorts with an event at the Cooper
Associates County Ground when safe to do so.
Central to this day will be limited edition shirts being worn by the
Somerset players. The kit was designed by junior competition winner
Tom, who submitted a concept that was chosen by Club Captain Tom
Abell as the winning entry. In addition to the 500 sold through SCCC
Shop, the player shirts will be signed and auctioned to add to the
funds raised to this point.
The Club has so far raised over £4500 from the sale of the shirts,
as well as signiﬁcant funds in the Together Through This Test auction.
Somerset Chief Executive Gordon Hollins said: “We are delighted
to announce initial plans for an event at the
ground to pay tribute to our local key
workers. Whilst we don't know exactly when
this may be able to take place, the ideas are
certainly coming together and is a natural
continuation from the release of our limited
edition playing shirt. I know the Somerset
players will be delighted to wear the shirt in
some capacity and we hope to have more
details on this over the coming weeks”.
More information about this event will be
released in due course. Please keep an eye
on the website and social media channels
for the latest news.

Chairman's Report June 2020
Lockdown came abruptly
and aggressively tearing
through the rugby ﬁxtures
and the cancellation of our
three home ﬁxtures made
a massive impact on the
ﬁnancial position of the
club as a hole but most
importantly the ﬁnancial
budget that we had promised and delivered to
The Titans for their hugely successful
campaign through season 2019/2020, likewise
the damage to the commercial operation that
funds so much of the Rugby at your club was
huge with every spring and summer
conference, training meeting, party and other
celebrations all cancelled like so many
businesses across the country the future
looked bleak.

As a committee we moved quickly, James
Tolman and myself built an emergency plan
within two days and closed the club,
furloughed the staﬀ and players made contact
with both our creditors and debtors and
eﬀectively wrapped the club up until such time
as we could re-open properly. James applied
successfully for the grants available to
business from Taunton and Somerset West
and by careful ﬁnancial management I am
both pleased and proud that we have come
through the storm with the Club in excellent
shape and ready to move forward to the new
season. We explored alternative uses for the
club building including overﬂow hospital
facilities or even for use as a temporary
school, anything in fact that would keep some
income coming into the club.
July, historically is the month for Taunton

RFC's Annual General Meeting at which we
would be presenting audited accounts for the
previous completed ﬁnancial year along with
the traditional voting of Oﬃcers and
Committee members, as I am sure you are
aware this is currently impossible under the
current Covid 19 restrictions, however the
accounts are both complete and audited and
can be made available in either hard copy or
digitally for any current member who may
want them please do email me and I will get
them sent on john.wrelton@wilkie.co.uk . The
AGM will happen when it is both safe and
practical to do so until that time all Committee
members and Oﬃcers are fully committed to
working on your behalf to keep this great club
moving forwards in a truly positive direction.
John Wrelton - TRFC Chairman 2019/2020

01823 353760
www.somersetwebservices.co.uk
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Twitter - @SomCountySports
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